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THEOLOGICAL. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
EXAMINATION OF JOHN vil. 17. 


If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of 


God, or whether I speak of myself. 


Few passages of the sacred volume 
are more striking, or convey a more 
useful lesson, than the one before us. 
The full force of the sentence, how- 
ever, does not appear in our transla- 
tion. This arises from rendering the 
Greek verb Seay by the auxiliary will, 
which is often no more than a sign 
of the future. Campbell expresses it 
by the term minded; if any man is 
minded to do his will, &c., and Dod- 
dridge uses the word determined. 
Either of these words exhibits the 
sense of the original more clearly than 
the common translation.—Thewm is a 
similar errour in the rendering of Luke 
xiii. 31. Herod will kill thee. For, 
says Campbell, if this declaration in 
English were to be turned into Greek, 
the proper version would be, not what 
is said by St. Luke, “Hewdns ease oe 
amoxrewas, but “Hewdys ce aroxteves, 
“« The term will, so situated, is a mere 
sign of the future, and declares no more 
than that the event will take place. 
This is not what is stated by the evan- 
gelist. His expression denotes that at 
the very time it was Herod’s purpose 
to kill him;“or the Seas here is the 
principal verb, and the will in the 
translation ismo more than an auxiliary. 
45 ADVOCATE, VOL. I, 


Nay, the two propositions, though to a 
superficial view they appear coinci- 
dent, are in reality, so different that 
the one may be true, and the other 
false.” Thus it appears to be the 
sense of the passage which stands at 
the head of this article, that he, who is 
resolyed or determined to do the will 
of God shall know, &c. It may be 
asked in what sense is this true? How 
will the practice of the Christian du- 
ties convince us of the truth of the 
Christian doctrine? What connexion 
is there between the performance of 
the one, and the evidence of the other ? 
We answer, the internal evidences of 
our religion address themselves as well 
to our moral #ffections as to our under- 
standings ; and it was chiefly this branch 
of evidence which influenced the mind 
of a sceptical and somewhat eccentrick 
writer, who, from an attentive examina- 
tion of the proofs of ‘Christianity aris- 
ing from this source, cordially em- 
braced its. doctrines. Our Saviour 
probably intended to assert, that those, 
whose uprightness and: candour of dis- 
position would lead them to be de- 
sirous of knowing and doing whatever 
might be the will of God, however con- 
trary it might prove to the corrupt 
propensities of their nature, would rea- 
dily perceive the truth of his doctrine, 
from observing its conformity © with 
their spiritual wants ; and that the ob- 
servance of those precepts of Christiani- 
ty, Which inculcate our duty to God, 
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358 The Consolations of Religion. 


to our neighbour, and to ourselves, 
would be attended with so much in- 
v-ord satisfaction, would appear so rea- 
sonable, and so worthy of God, so 
well calculated to promote the advan- 
tage of the individual, and of society, 
and so admirably adapted to his moral 
nature, as to produce a strong convic- 
tion, that so much good could not ori- 
ginate in @ corrupt source, and that 
such a refined and perfect system of 
morals could not be derived from im- 
posture. It has also been suggested 
that it is highly probable our Lord had 
reference to that divine illumination 
Wau.ci: is promised in many passages of 
scrioture to persons of such a disposi- 
tion us has been described, and which, 
by enlightening their minds, and purify- 
ing their bearts, will enable them to 
apprehend the true meaning of scrip- 
ture, at least so far as to guard them 
against dangerous or fatal errours. It 
has been thought by some, and not 
perhaps without reas m, that no one, 
sincerely disposed to embrace Chris- 
tianity on the supposition of its: truth, 
and willing to make every sacrifice 
which it requires, can fail to perceive 
and acknowledge the evidence of its 
divine authority, when fairly proposed 
to his understanding, or that such a pers 
son can be left to wander in darkness 
with respect to. such doetrines as, at 
least with regard to himself, may be 
essential to! salvation. ‘This opinion 
is strengthened by the denunciations 
against unbeliet, which are frequently 
found in the new. testament, and which 
seem to procéed .on' the idea, that’ho 
one who has'amropportunity of examin- 
ing the internal dnd external proofs. of 
our religibny: can reject it trom any 
other cause thah that which operates in 
those, who come not to the light, lest 
their:deeds should be reproved. ‘The 
lives Of many of-those, who,'in Chris- 
tian countries, and possessed of all the 
means of information, baive ‘remained 
unoonsinced of the divine ‘authority of 
Clurist,iafford too-much reason to ap- 
= thdt :their unbelief had its 
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origin in the heart rather than in the 
head. ‘This sentiment will be con- 
firmed when we consider that a multi- 
tude of distinguished individuals, com- 
bining more intellect, intelligence, and 
virtue than can be found in the ranks 
of those, whose names may be brought 
‘against them, might be enuiperated, 
who have given the most unequivocal 
evidence of their faith in the religion 
of Christ, after a laborious, impartial, 
and careful examination of the grounds 
on which it rests. X. 


For the Gospel Adyocate, 


THE CONSOLATIONS OF RELIGION, 


Tue religion of Corist gpens to its sin- 
cere votaries an inexhaustible source of 
consolation in seasons of trial and af< 
fliction. Inestimable is its excellence 
in this respect. Never is its value so 
apparent, never does it shine with so 
bright and animating a lustre, as when 
we behold it calming the troubles of 
the mind; preserving the peace and 
tranquillity of the soul under the se- 
verest bodily sufferings and outward 
calamities ; amidst the sighs and tears 
of distress, inspiring the song of grati- 
tude and praise, and fortifying the 
departing spirit against the terrours of 
death and the grave. ‘The Christian, 
in common with others, is liable to 
many and severe evils in the course of 
iis earthly pilgrimage. In this world 
of vicissitude he is taught to expect 
tribulation. The Master whom he 
serves was eminently a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. In follow- 
ing his steps, therefore, he is sensible 
that le must in some degree be par- 
taker of his sufferings. But whatever 
be the nature or severity of his afilic- 
tions, he sorrows not as one who has no 
hope. However rugged his path, or 
fearful his conflicts, he finds in the 
doctrines ant promises ofghe gospel an 
effectual antidote to ibaisery they 
occasion. He experiences a joy,in the 
belief of them, with which the stranger 











1821.] 


does not intermeddle, a support, which 
the world '* can neither give nor take 
away.” The eye of faith penetrates 
the darkést cloud; and discovers the 
hand of unerring wisdom accomplishing 
the designs of boundless benevolence, 
bringing order out of confusion, and 
peace out of trouble; controlling and 
directing every event to the advance- 
ment of human happiness, and training 
him up by its salutary discipline, for a 
higher and more perfect state of exis- 
tence, toa meetness for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. Viewing his 
trials in this light, as expressions of ‘his 
Father's love, intended to promote his 
improvement in virtue and holiness, and 
thus to prepare him for endless felicity 
in heaven, what reason has the Chris. 
tian not only to acquiesce in the afflic- 
tive dispensations of Providence, and 
be ‘patient in tribulation,’ but even to 
rejoice in the divine government, and 
** count it all joy, when he falls into di- 
vers temptations;”’ ** knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope,” a 
hope which ‘ maketh not asiamed,”’ 
but is ** as an anchor to the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, entering within the 
vail.”’ Itis a further consolation to him 
to know, that he is not left to sustain 
the conflict alone.. Were this the case, 
he might well despair of a favourable 
issue. But in the gospel, he is assured 
that the arm of Omnipotence is stretched 
out for his protection and defence, that 
with every temptation he will provide 
a way to escape, and cause all things 
to work together for good to them that 
love God. With this assurance he 
dismisses his fears, in the name and 
strength of the Lord, engages in the 
warfare to which he is “called , and 
cheerfully endures the hardships and 
sufferings ‘allotted him, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ, knowing that, if he 
faint not, he shall in due time, reap the 
rewards of victory. Merely to know 
that his trials are the appointments of 
unerring wisdom and infinite good- 
ness, that they are essential to the na- 
ture of his probationary state, and in- 
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tended for his good, and, that the Spirit 
of God is ready , at his request, not only 
to sustain him under them, but to con- 
vert them info blessings ; the knowledge 
of these things is, to the real Christian, 
a source of urispeakablé dorisoldtién. 
It is Jight in the midst of surround. 
ing darkness. It imparis serenity and 
sunshine to the soul, even when as- 
satied by the fiercest storms of ad- 
versity. But these, though imper- 
tant, are not the only traths reveal- 
ed in the gospel, which adhninister 
comfort and support to the Chistian 
under the afflictions and sufferings of 
the present life. He is there taught, 
that the trials and temptations he is 
here called to encounter, will, if he 
has grace to surmount them, enlarge 
his capacity for future enjoyment, and 
raise him toa more distinguished rank 
spirijs of the just; that in 
proportion to the severity of his con. 
flicts here, will be the splendour of his 

future crown. ‘Qur light affliction, 
which is but for a moment,” says the 
apostle, “* worketh for us a far more ex - 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
The great multitude whom St. John 
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beheld in vision, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands, we 
are told, weré those, who came out of 


Saviour 
comforted his immediate disciples un- 
der the prospect of the peculiar suffer- 
ings that awaited them, by the as- 
surance, that great would he 
reward in heaven. Such are the 
leading considerations suggeste:! iby the 
gospel, as sources of comtort end cn 
couragement to Christians, amiv-{ “’ 
changes and sufferings of their ert 
pilgrimage ; - considerations adm y 
calculated not only tosustain the pious 
soul under the pressure of affliction, hut 
to produce in it that entire acquics- 
cence and satisfaction in’ the 
government, which will preserve it in 
perfect peace, end enable it to r jie, 
even in the darkest seasons, am si I's 
bitterest sorrows, that the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth, These ellects, 
resulting from a firm belief in the doc- 
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trines and promises of the gospel, have 
been exemplified in the conduct of 
thousands ; in the lives of prophets and 
apostles, of professors and ‘martyrs, 
who “ took joyfully the spoiling of 
their goods,” who, with undaunted for- 
titude, and invincible patience, en- 
countered and sustained the great fight 
of afflictions, cheerfully submitted to 
privations, losses, persecutions, impri- 
sonments, and death, accounting the 
sufferings of the present life not worthy 
to be compared with the consolation 
they experienced, and the glory to 
which they aspired. Similar effects of 
religion have been exhibited in a greater 
or less degree in the conduct of Chris- 
tians in every age. We sometimes 
witness them (would to God they were 
more ageets among ourselves. Yes, 
we have seen men, naturally of like 
passions and infirmities with others, 
influenced by the faith and hopes of 
the gospel, rising superiour to thé suf- 
ferings of nature, and the frowns of the 
world ; unmoved at the loss of worldly 
substance, or the attempts of the slan- 
derer to rob them of their good name ; 
calm and resigned under the bereave- 
ment of the nearest and dearest rela- 
tives and friends, ascribing blessing to 
Him who gave, and who has takenaway. 
We have seen the victim of disease, 
contemplating not only without dis- 
may or anxiety, but with heartfelt 
complacency and satisfaction, the pro- 
gress of decay, and the approach of the 
king of terrours. We have beheld the 
countenance distorted by the agonies 
of death, at the same time illumined 
with beams of heavenly joy; and 
heard from the faltering tongue the 
song of triumph, ‘“ O death, where is 
thy sting! O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory! Thanks be to God who giveth 
me the victory, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.”” Such specta- 
cles are interesting to angels, and to 
men. They display the worth and 
glory of religion in its consolations and 
hopes, and prove it to be the friend and 


solace of the afflicted, more precious 
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than ‘‘ springs of water in a dry ground, 
or the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.” 

Yes, in the religion of Jesus, his af- 
flicted disciples “ find a bark that 
rides the waves in every storm; a sun 
that never goes down; a living foun- 
tain of waters.” It is to them what 
the ‘ pillar of the wilderness was to 
the Israelites, the symbol of Deity ; 
the pillar of hallowed flame, which 
lights, and guides, and cheers them as 
they toil onward through the pilgrimage 
of life,” and which will infallibly con- 
duct them at Jast to the land of pro- 
mise, ‘“‘to a better country, even a 
heavenly.” 


—_—— 


SERMON. , 


Joun iii. 14, 15. And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted up ; 
that whosoever belieweth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. 


Tue part of the Jewish history referred 
to in these words of our Lord, is found 
in the book of Numbers, and is, in sub- 
stance, as follows: 

God had delivered his people, the 
Israelites, from the oppression of the 
Egyptians, by many signs and wonders ; 
and, especially, by dividing the Red 
Sea, so that the waters thereof remain- 
ed piled up on the right and on the left, 
whilst the people passed through upon 
the dry ground, but returned and 
drowned Pharaoh and his host, who 
attempted to follow them. 

After thus escgping from their ene- 
mies, God was conducting them through 
the wilderness, towards that good and 
fruitful land, which he had promised to 
their fathers, and was now ready to 
bestow upon them. 

But such was the perverseness of 
this people, that, with all the miracles 
that God had wrought for their deliver- 
ance, and those he was daily working 
for their preservation, they would not 
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have confidence in him, nor obey him ; 
but, upon every appearance of difficul- 
ty, they murmured and rebelled, their 
hearts ever turning back to the bon- 
dage of Egypt, which they preferred to 
God’s promises. 

Particularly, on the occasion here 
alluded to, we are told, that, as ‘* they 
journeyed from mount Hor, by the 
way of the Red Sea, to compass the 
land of Edom, the soul of the people 
was much discouraged because of the 
way. And the people spake against 
God and against Moses: wherefore 
have ye brought us up out of Egypt to 
die in the wilderness ? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water.” 
Whereupon, God, being provoked at 
their obstinate unbelief, and rebellion, 
sent fiery serpents, we are told, among 
the people; ‘‘ and they bit the people, 
and much people of Israel died.” 

There are many who remain un- 
moved by the mercies of God, but will 
repent under his judgments. These 
people had been fed to the full with man- 
na and quails, and their thirst quenched 
with water miraculously drawn from the 
heart ofthe rock, and yet they murmured 
and rebelled. But now, when tormented 
and dying under the bites of these fiery 
serpents, they became sensible of their 
wickedness, and said to Moses: ** We 
have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the Lord and against thee: pray unio 
the Lord, that he take away the ser- 
pents from us : and Moses prayed for 
the people. And the Lord said un- 
to Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole, and it shall 
come to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live. And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole; and it 
came to pass, that, if a serpent had 
bitten apy -man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived.” 

Such was the transaction. And the 
meaning of itis rendered easy by the 
text, since by that we find, that the 
whole was but a type or figure of 
what Christ was to suffer, and the ef- 
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fects of it. ‘‘ As Moses lifted up the 
serpent.in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not pe- 
rish, but have eternal life.’ 

The case, therefore, of these Israel- 
ites in the wilderness, is the case of all 
mankind in miniature. It is our case, 
who are now met here ; and, on that 
account, I propose it for your consider- 
ation. 

1. As to the malady, or evil; and 

2. As tothe cure. 

Now, as to the malady: when we 
read of these rebellious Israelites, poi- 
soned, tormented, and dying by the 
bites of these serpents, must it not car- 
ry back our minds to the evils brought 
upon mankind by their great enemy, 
who, under the guise of a serpent, first 
seduced the woman to commit sin. 

The poison of the serpent, thus in- 
troduced, pervaded and corrupted eve- 
ry part of man’s nature, and raised 
dreadful disorders within him. His 
understanding became darkened, so as 
no longer to discern what is _ truly 
good. His reason was enfeebled, so 
that it could no longer rein in his head- 
strong passions. His appetites became 
depraved, so as to covet what is perni- 
cious tohim. And his whole soul, 
which was before pure, and calm, and 
serene, became now a troubled sea, 
casting up nothing but mire and dirt. 

The wretched sufferers from these 
hery serpents, could not have a stronger 
fever in their veins, than those who 
are transported with anger, or burn 
with the desire of revenge. Nor could 
they endure greater torments than those 
which spring from jealousy or re- 
morse. 

This being the diseased and distract- 
ed state of man within himself, it could 
not but have an effect, equally lamenta- 
ble, in his conduct towards his fellow 
creatures. _ Bad as he was become, 
yet something within him would lead 
him.tc seek their society ; and, if not 
mutual love, yet mutual wants would 
force men to live together. But the 
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qualities necessary to make society 
happy were gone, or sadly impaired, 
Instead of justice and benevolence, in- 
ordinate self love, suspicion, distrust, 
rivalships, envyings, now prevailed. 
Hence hatred, strife, wars, cruelty, op- 
pression of each other. 

And whilst he suffered these things 
from his own conscience within, and 
from his neighbours without, what was 
his state with regard to God ? 

His Creator, lately his kind Bene- 
factor, who had made him with ample 
powers of enjoyment, and furnished 
him with the means of gratifying them 
all; who had placed him in the midst 
of a thousand delights, and vouchsafed 
him free and daily intercourse with 
himself, which was the greatest de- 
light of all; this, his indulgent Father, 
now stood in no other relation to him 
than that of an offended Sovereign, and 
exasperated Judge, from whom he had 
nothing to expect but the execution of 
that sentence which had been already 
passed upon him: “In the day that 
thou eatest thereof, thou. shalt surely 
die.” 

Such was the condition in which 
mankind were placed by their ingrati- 
tude and disobedience to God; a de- 
plorable one surely, and hopeless too. 
What could they do for themselves? 
Or what could any other being do to 
deliver them? ‘They might indeed 
lament and weep for their miscarriage. 
But does sorrow for what we have 
cone amiss render it undone, or wipe 
away the guilt? 

God is indeed a God of mercy. But 
he is no less a God of justice and of 
truth. And justice required that the 
guilty should suffer; and truth, that 
the penalty which had been denounced, 
should be inflicted. 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. Fallen and 
guilty man was now in the hands of that 
righteous Judge, and who should deliver 
him ? Doubtless no created being could. 
But yet a gracious way was found, 
whereby mercy and truth might meet 
together. And this brings me, in the 
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second place, to make some observa- 
tions on the cure of this malady. 

And this was no other, indeed, could 
be no other, than that wonderful and 
mysterious one intimated in the text: 
that, ‘*as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so should the Son 
of man be lifted up, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.”’ 

By being lifted up, our Lord means 
lis being crucified ; bis being lifted up 
upon the accursed tree, as the brazen 
serpent was lifted up and set upon the 
pole. And in this sense, he says else- 
where, ** And I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men to me.” 

The eternal Son of God consented 
to become the Son of man, that, being 
in our nature, he might die to save his 
brethren. By his blood, shed upon the 
cross, he satisfied divine justice. He 
suffered, in our stead, the penalty that 
was due to our multiplied transgres- 
sions ; God having laid upon him the 
iniquities of us all. 

Amazing dispensation! That the 
just should suffer for the unjust. We 
cannot, at present, fully comprehend 
the length, and breadth, and depth of 
it; since even the angels desire to look 
into it in vain. 

But this much it gives us most clear- 
ly to understand, how hateful our sins 
are in the sight of God, since nothing 
could induce him to forgive them, but 
the death of his own beloved Son. 
The Son of man, says he himself, must 
be lifted up. He does not say will be 
lifted up, but must. That is, no other 
ransom will do. He must be lifted up, 
or mankind must perish. 

And another thing, that we can clear- 
ly see, is, the love of God and Christ 
towards us miserable and sinful men. 
‘For greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his lite for 
his friends.”” But the Son of God laid 
down his life for us, when we were 
enemies and rebels against God, 

Many of the institutions of the Jews 
were but imperfectly understood by 
themselves, ‘They had an immediate 
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and more remote meaning; and the 
latter, the more important of the two, 
could not be completely discerned un- 
til the new testament came as a key 
to the old. 

When the penitent Israelites were 
directed to look upon the brazen ser- 
pent and live, they must have receiv- 
ed the gift of life, undoubtedly, with glad 
hearts. Yetit must have seemed strange, 
why God. should not bestow his mercy 
without the intervention of such means. 

With the help of our text, the reason 
is plain enough. It was a lesson to in- 
struct us, and all after ages, that we can 
only be saved from eternal death, by 
looking unto Jesus, the Author and Fin- 
isher of our faith. 

It is worthy of remark, that, though 
these Israelites had confessed their sin, 
and expressed their contrition for it, 
they were not then, nor therefore, par- 
doned. ‘Though Moses had interceded 
for them, they were not then, nor there- 
fore, relieved. Not until the brazen 
serpent was set up, and they looked 
upon him, and then they lived. So 
now, though we should be ever so sen- 
sible of our guilt; though we should 
confess it, and grieve for it, ever so sin- 
cerely,’ yet neither our penitence, nor 
tears, could wipe itout. ‘Though ne- 
cessary to qualify us for God’s pardon, 
they were not sufficient to procure it. 
We must look to the Son of man, lifted 
up upon the cross, and to him alone, 
and to his precious blood there shed, for 
the remission of our sins. . It is that 
alone that can expel the poison of the 
serpent, and save us from everlasting 
death. 

But what dol say! It does even 
more than this. ‘Through it, we are 
not only delivered from punishment, 
but entitled to reward ; not only escape 
the pains of hell, but have the joys 
of heaven made over to us. For the 
Son of man was lifted up, that who- 
soever believeth in him not only should 
not perish, but also should have eternal 
life. 

What mercy is this! Offenders come 
trembling before their Judge, to receive 
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sentence, and he not only pardons them 
freely, but takes them into special fa- 
vour, and advances them to honour, 
glory, and every enjoyment their hearts 
can wish, and many that they cannot 
now conceive. 

‘‘ And how shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?” Fer, let 
it ever be remembered that, by neg- 
lecting, we must lose it. 

The inestimable benefits of Christ's 
death will not be bestowed upon all, 
good and bad, without distinction. 
They are, indeed, an inexhausti>le bank 
of treasure, provided for all, offered to 
all, pressed upon all, in the gospel. 
But there is something required of each 
individual, on his part, before he can 
share in it; one certain, only way ot 
making this treasure his own; and 
this way is faith. 

Christ does not say, in the text, that 
every one shall have eternal life, in 
consequence of his being lifted up; 
but whosoever should believe in him, 
And this must not be a mere historical 
belief that such a person existed; nor 
even a mere acknowledgment of his 
high character and power. For, in 
this sense, the very devils believe in 
him; and many of them cried out, 
‘‘ we know thee, that thou art Christ, 
the Son of God.”’ 

Nor will that do, which seems to be 
the faith of some amongst us, consist- 
ing only ina strong and confident per- 
suasion, grounded upon certain inward 
feelings, that they themselves are fa- 
vourites with God ; leading, very often, 
to unchristian contempt of such as do 
not make such high pretensions. 

Nor that which consists in ever mag- 
nifying what Christ has done for us ; or 
in vehement expressions of love to him, 
savouring too much of human passion. 
For he tells us himself, that, to many 
of these, who have been ever crying 
Lord, Lord, he will finally say, depart 
from me, I know you not. 

No, our faith must be steady and 
rational, convincing the understanding, 
as well as moving the heart, and prov- 
ing itself by the fruits of a holy life. 
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Such a belief as makes us pious to- 
wards God; just, and charitable, and 
kind, to men; and sober, temperate, 
pure, meek, and humble, in ourselves. 

In short, no belief in Christ can 
avail us, until it make us like him; 
until it generate within us that sort of 
mind which was in Christ Jesus. 

To conclude: since, as well through 
the transgression of our first parents,-es 
ourown, we resemble, too nearly, those 
Israelites in the wilderness : since 
most of us, I fear, like them, have been 
too unmindful of the blessings which 
God largely bestows on the poorest of 
us: since, like them, we are too apt 
to murmur at his dispensations, and lose 
our confidence in him upon every difh- 
culty that occurs, in our journey to- 
wards Canaan: since our bearts, like 
theirs, too often turn back towards 
Egypt, preferring the immediate plea- 
sures of sense to the promised joys of 
heaven: since, in short, all of us 


have offended God, provoking him to. 


let us perish in this barren land, where 
no water is, and to shut us out for ever 
from his blessed rest: and since the 
wages of all sin, unrepented of, are 
inevitable death, death more terrible 
than that which followed the bite of 
those fiery serpents, the death of the 
soul, eterna! death :—Ict us not lose one 
moment in so perilous a situation, but, 
with deep sorrow for what is past, and 
firm purpose of new life, implore God’s 
pardon, for the sake of his beloved Son, 
and our beloved Redeemer, the Son 
of God and the Son ef man, who was 
contented to be lifted up upon the 
cross, that whosoever believéth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 

And now to him, with the Father, 
and Holy Spirit, &c. 

jnieadiae 
For the Gospel Advocate. 


ON THE NEGLECT OF KNEBLING AT 
CHURCH, WHERE THE LITURGY DI- 
RECTS IT. 


Tue directions @ontained in the prayer 
book respecting the different postures 


On Kneeling at Church where the Liturgy directs it. 
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to be observed in publick worship are 
evidently founded in a deep know- 
ledge of human nature, and exhibit a 
practical comment on the injunction of 
the apostle, Glorify God in your body 
andin your spirit, which areGod’s. The 
frequent change of posture required by 
the service, though objected to by the ig- 
norant and unreflecting, is, in our view, 
one of its distinguishing excellences. 
It prevents fatigue, keeps the attention 
awake, and fixes the mind more in- 
tensely upon the respective part§ of 
the solemn duty we are engaged to 
perform. Wishing to see in our con- 
gregations a more general regard to 
the manner in which the church in- 
structs her members to offer up their 
publick devotions, we request the atten- 
tion of our readers to the following ex- 
tract from an interesting letter address- 
ed to the clergy of his diocese, by the 
late bishop Porteus, on the neglect. of 
kneeling at church where the liturgy re- 


quires tt. 


Reverend Brethren,—I have judged 
it expedient to address you on a subject 
which may not perhaps have hitherto 
attracted your observation, but which 
appears tome, as I hope it will to you, 
after you have perused this letter, well 
worthy of your most serious attention. 

For many years past I have observ- 
ed, with extreme concern, in different 
churches and chapels, both in the me- 
tropolis and in various parts of the 
country, where I happened to be pre- 
sent,a practice prevailing (and evident- 
ly gaining ground every day) of a 
considerable part of the congregation 
sitTine during those parts of divine 
worship where the rubrick expressly 
enjoins every one to KNEEL. It may 
be thought, perhaps, that the posture 
of the body in offering up our payers 
is a circumstance too trival to deserve 
such serious notice as this. But can any 
thing be trivial that relates tothe almigh- 
ty Governour of the universe? Does 
not every one know too, that the mind 
and the body mutually act upon,and 
influence each other, and that a neg- 
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ligent attitude of the one will naturally 
produce indifference and inattention in 
the other? Louk only at the general 
deportment of those who sit at their 
devotions (without being compelled to 
it by necessity) and then say whether 
this remark is not founded in truth and 
in fact: Let me appeal to every man 
addicted to this practice; let me ask 
him whether, if he found it necessary to 
request a favour trom any earthly sove- 
reign, or even from any superiour what- 
ever, he would preier his petition in the 
attitude of sttting ? Common decency, 
common usage, and common sense re- 
volt at the very idea of sucha thing. And 
are we then to treat the great Lord of all 
withless ceremony and less respect than 
we should observe towards a fellow crea- 
ture in any degree superiour to us? No 
one, | think, can seriously maintain so 
monstrous a doctrine as this. Consider 
too, for a moment, what it is we are 
asking in our prayers? Nothing less 
than the supply of our daily wants, the 
pardon of oar daily sins, protection from 
danger, support under affliction, the 
comforts and conveniences of the pre- 
sent life, and everlasting felicity in the 
life to come. And are these such trivial, 
such contemptible things, that we may 
ask them perfectly at our ease,and in 
the very same indolent and familiar 
attitude in which we should hold a con- 
versation with a friend on the news of 
the day, or view a publick spectacle 
for the amusement of the moment? I 
shall be told, perhaps, there are some 
denominations of Christians that stand, 
and others that sit at their devotions. 
It is very true, and they must be lett 
to judge for themselves; but my con- 
cern at present is not either with any 
particular description of Christians in 
foreign countries, or withany particular 
sectaries in this ; but with the members 
of the church established by law in 
these realms. That church, in her ad- 
mirable form of publick prayer, allows 
in different parts of the service the dif- 
ferent postures both of standing and 
siting ; which, with its usual wisdom 
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and discretion, it adapts to the respeo 
tive circumstances of those particular 
parts. But where the solemnity and 
importance of our supplications require 
it, there it positively enjoins the pos- 
ture of kneeling ; and to disobey that 
injunction is unquestionably an offence 
against the discipline and usage of that 
venerable church to which we have the 
happiness to belong. | 

It is also contrary to the practice of 
the best, and greatest, and wisest of 
men, both before the promulgation of 
the gospel, and after it. The exhorta- 
tion of king David in the ninety-fifth 
psalm, which we have adopted into 
our liturgy, is, ‘*O come let us wor- 
ship and fall down, and kneel before 
the Lord our Maker.” When Solomon 
dedicated bis magnificent temple. to 
God, he kneeled down upon his knees, 
before all the congregation of Israel, 
and spread forth his hands towards 
heaven, while he poured forth one of 
the most subline and affecting prayers 
that ever fell from the lips of man. 
It wasthe custom of the prophet Daniel 
to kneel upon his knees three times 
a day, and pray, and give thanks unto 
his God. Our Saviour himself in his 
last agony kneeled down and prayed. 
St. S:ephen, in bis last moments, kneel- 
ed down and prayed for his murderers ; 
and St. Paul, when he took his last 
solemn leave of his brethren, kneeled 
down even on the seashore, and of- 
fered up his petitions to heaven for 
their everlasting welfare. 

After these injunctions of the church, 
and these examples from scripture, no 
one I think, who calls himself a Chris- 
tian, anda member of the church, will 
(unless prevented by illness or infirmi- 
ty, where the necessity of the case 
most evidently gives a claim to indul- 
gence) refuse to kneel down before the 
Lord his maker. But if you perceive 
any part of your congregation habitual- 
ly neglecting to do so, I must request 
you to represent to them, in forcible 
terms, the great impropriety and inde- 
cency of such a practice. It is very 
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“possible they may have fallen into it 
from mere thoughtlessness and inatten. 
tion, and considered it as a matter of 
very little importance ; but you will, 
I hope, endeavour to convince them 
that it is in reality avery serious of- 
fence against the Majesty of heaven, 
and the decorum and solemnity of di- 
vine worship. It is evidently incot- 
sistent with that profound reverence 
which is due to the great Creator of 
the universe, and that deep humility 
and contrition which become such 
wretched sinners as we all are (ina 
greater or less degree) before God. It 
strikes, in short, in-my apprehengion, 
at the very root of all true devotion, 
and ought therefore to be vigorously 
resisted before it has gained too much 
strength to be subdued. If it is not, if 
it is suffered to go on without control, 
there is too much reason to apprehend, 
from the progress it has made within 
these few years, that*it will in a few 
years more become a universa: practice, 
and that you will see the whole of your 
congregation sitting during every part 
of divine service. 

I must therefore request that you 
will use vour best endeavours, both in 
private conversation and in your pub- 
lick discourses, to repress, in time, the 
further prevalence of so indecorous a 
custom. 


NOTICE OF WARD'S FAREWELL LETTERS, 


Farewell Letters to a few Friends in 
Britain and America, on returning 
to Bengal, in 1821. By William 
Ward, of Serampore. 


Ir is well known, we should hope, 
to most or all of our readers, thet the 
reverend William Ward, after spend- 
ing many years in India as a Christian 
missionary, returned to England, and 
from there came to this country, for 
the purpose of obtaining funds to assist 
in establishing a college for the educa- 
tion of natives of India, to prepare 
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them to become missionaries to their 
countrymen. He has since gone back 
to India, to resume his missionary la- 
bours. It was on his return to Eng- 
land, which, as he remarks, he consi+ 
dered as the commencement of his re- 
turn to Serampore, that these letters 
were written, for the purpose of ** giy- 
ing, in a more-accessible form, those 
accounts of the state of the heathen in 
India, and of the mission there, which 
formed the principal contents of the 
discourses le was called to deliver on 
his return to England.” 

[tis not our intention to attempt a 
formal review of these interesting let- 
ters : but we earnestly recommend them 
to the notice of our readers, and par- 
licular!y to all the friends of our church, 
in the hope that they may catch some- 
thing of the missionary spirit which 
pervades them. It is a lamentable 
fact, in reference to the state and pros- 
pects of the episcopal church in this 
country, or, at least, in this part of the 
country, that we have done nothing, or 
next to nothing, in the great cause of 
missionary exertions Where are our 
missionary stations abroad, or our-mis- 
sionaries at home ? Where are our tract 
societies, our education societies, or 
our prayer book societies, or, in fret, 
any of our efforts to disseminate the 
knowledge of the gospel as it is in Je- 
We have seen other denomina- 
tions of Christians in our own country, 
and our own church, in England, mak- 
ing great exertions inthe cause of mis- 
sions. We have looked calmly upon 


sus ?* 


* These remarks apply more strictly to 
the eastern diocese. In some parts of the 
United States very laudable exertions have 
been made in favour of some religious chari- 
ties. We have heretofore expressed our 
high estimation of what has been done by 
the New York Bible and Prayer Book So- 
ciety, and the South Carolina Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge, and of the 
efforts made in the diocese of Ohio. Others 
may, perhaps, have been equally deserving 
of praise. Still it may be said that in the 
missionary cause, the episcopal church jn 
this country, as a whole, has scarcely made 
a beginning. 
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the operations of the American Board 
of Commissioners, with their hundred 
missionaries, and the Church Missiona- 
ry Society with her two hundred 
missionaries, in different parts of the 
world, and have not been moved by 
them to ‘* go and do likewise.” It is 
true the episcopal church in this coun- 
try has been a scatiered and feeble 
body; but it has not been in so ex- 
hausted a state, that it might not have 
done much, had there been a proper 
disposition to strengthen the things that 
remain, and to exert what strength Wwe 
have in so laudable a work. 

in almost every part of our country 
there are waste places, that need the 
assistance. of missionaries to preserve 
their scattered inhabitants from falling 
almost into heathenism. Other de- 
nominations are entering in to till the 
fields, while @e remain idle, and won- 
der that our church does not increase 
more rapidly. Many parts of the hea- 
then worid are ready and desirous to 
receive the knowledge of the gospel, 
and we do nothing to send insiruc- 
ters to teach them. Our excellent bi- 
shop has often called upon us to arouse, 
and go torth to the werk ot the Lord ; 
but, alas, how little have the effects of 
his calls answered to the faithtulness 
and zeal with which they were made, 

How long must this.reproach be suf- 
fered to remain upon our church ? We 
cannot suppose that our readers need 
to be convinced of the utility of mis- 
sions in general. We cannot suppose 
that those who have tasted the good 
gift of God, who have known the va- 
lue of the gospel, who have enjoyed 
its instructions and its sacraments, can 
be indifferent to the state of those who 
have none of these privileges. We 
cannot suppose that those who believe 
that “there is no other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved, but by the name of 
Jesus of Nazareth,” can be destitute 
of regard for those. who have never 
heard of a Saviour, nor of the redemp- 
tion wrought by his death. Who that 
hears the command to preach the gos- 


~ 
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pel to every creature, can doubt that— 


it is still the duty of every man to do 
something towards its fulfilment? While 
ministers are to preach, others are to 
furnish them with the means of carry- 
ing the good news of salvation to those 
who have not heard them. In fine, who 
that believes that the promises of God 
will one day be fulfilled, that the gos- 
pel shail be known in alf-lands, that 
the stone cut out without hands shall 
become a great mountain, and fill the 
whole earth, can doubt that the agency 
of men is to assist in the accomplish- 
ment of this great work ? And who, we 
may ask, would not wish to be found 
labouring in such a cause as this, when 
he is called to render an account of 
the deeds done in the body ? 

Every day furnishes new motives 
for engaging “zealously in the cause of 
missions. ‘The wants of our own coun- 
trymen, and the necessities of the 
heathen, are more and more forcibly 
presented to our view. ‘The letters 
before us give a melancholy picture 

of the degraded state to which the idola- 

tries of the heathen Lave reduced our 
race. The author's remarks on the 
degraded ‘state ef females in India, 
have been so extensively published 
that we forbear to quote them. But 
we must make a few extracts from his 
letter on the cruelties of the Hindoe 
superstition. 


“ Instizated by the demon of superstition, 
many mothers, ia fulfilment of a vow entered 
into for the purposes of procuring the bless- 
ing of children, drown their first-born in the 
Bruolit- -pootrti, and other rivers in India. 
When the child is two or three years old, the 
mother takes it to the river, encourages it 
to eater, as though about to bathe it, but 
suffers it to pass into the midst of the cur- 
rent, when she abandons jt, and stands an 
iaactwe spectator, beholding the struggles, 
and hearing the screams, of her perishing in- 
fant. At Sauqur island, formerly, mothers 
were seen Casting their living offspring amongst 
a number of alligators, and standing to gaze 
at these monsters quarrelling for their prey, 
bebolding the writhing infant in the* jaws of 
the successful animal, and standing motion- 
less, while it was breaking the bones and 


sucking the blood ef the poor mngcent! 
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tition of so horrible a transaction 
TF eould collect all the shrieks of these af- 
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What must be that superstition, which can 
thus transform a being, whose distinguishing 

ality is tenderness, into a monster more 
unnatural than the tiger prowling through the 
forest for his prey!” p. 99, 


If there are still those who contend 
that the religion of the gospel is not ne- 
cessary for the salvation of men, let 
them ask themselves what there can 
be in such a religion as this to fit men 
for the boly employments of heaven. 
Were it but for the benefits that would 
flow from it in this life, how excellent 
must be that charity which should teach 
such a people to comply with the in- 
Structions and precepts of our divine 
Redeemer. The burning of widows 
on the funeral pile has been often no- 
ticed ; but the subject is here mention- 
ed with so much effect, as a motive 
for missionary exertions, that we are 
induced to quote his remarks. 


‘¢ Bat the most horrible of all the immola- 
tions among the Hindoos, is te burning alive 
of widows, Between eight and nine hundred, 
in the. presidency of Bengal alone, every 
year! This is the official statement, signed 
by the Finglish magistrates. [low many in 
the presidencies of Madras and Bombay? 
And then how many more where the British 
power does not extend? Why, my dear bro- 
ther, where shall we find any thing like this 
ia all the annals of time’? Let us suppose 
that in each of the other presidencies four 
hundred each are immolated; ond then we 
have the awful spectacle of two thousand 
widows burned or buried alive every year in 
India! Search every human record, and bring 
forward every thing that has ever scen prac- 
tised by the scalping Indiao, the cannibals 
in the South Seas, &c. and all is civilization 
and the most refined benevolence, compared 
with this. Let all these two thousand wi- 


_dows be led along the streets of Calcutta, 


and sacrificed on the esplanade there, in one 
funeral pile! Not one drop more of blood 
would be shed, nor one more agony inflicted. 
But.at hearing the news of such en jmmo- 
lation as this, all Britamw, all America would 
rise, in, consternation and horrour, and pro- 
test, jo a yoice loud enough to be heard et 
the extremity of the poles, against the re- 
© that 


frighted victims, all the innocent blood thus 
drunk up by the devouring element, and all 
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the wailings of thesg ten thousand orphans, 
losing father and motheron the same day, 
and present them at our missionary anniver- 
saries, and carry them through every town 
of the united kingdom! I should surely thea 
be able to awaken every heart to the claims 
of British India, Yes, my dear brother, it 
is Britesh India where these agonizing shrieks 
are heard, where the blood of these widows 
flows into a torrent, and where these cries 
of miserable orphans are heard. Not that 
I mean, by these remarks, to criminate the 
British government ; they would rejoice to 
put out these fires, My visjectis, to awaken 
attention to these awful facts, but especially 
the attention of the Christian publick.” pp, 
85—87. 


The tenth letter is on the necessity 
of a greater union in prayer for the 
divine influence— 


“ With the praise of man,” says the au- 
thor, * there has been much foolish and de- 
structive confidence in man. We hexr in- 
cessant references made, with a degree of 
pride, to institutions without end for remov- 
ing human ignorance and human misery, and 
for bringing in the millennium ; but O how 
little reference to that agency, without which 
all these mighty operations are doomed to 
terminate in the mere exhibition of human 
imbecility, and the derision of the powers of 
darkness. It is most delightful to observe, 
that the missionary spirit has drawn into 
evangelical operation so great a portion of 
the energies and piety of youth, as well as 
the wisdom and talent of both sexes’ in more 
advanced life. How many thousands of bi- 
bles and testaments (the Bible Society has 
issued at least three millions) more than for- 
merly, are now perused by mankind; and 
on the Christian sabbath, how many agents 
are at work, how many minds receiving cul- 
ture, and yet how few saving results! We 
are content to labour, and to publish an an- 
nual report, and there the matter ends.” 

“It is true, there is a universal admission 
of the fact, that without the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, not a single conversion can be 
wrought, and that these influences are pro- 
mised to prayer; yet it is most grievous to 
witness how little practical attention is paid 
to this doctrine, how little of deep solicitude 
is manifested in regard to this all-necessary 
blessing.” 

“* The anxiety felt by missionaries on the 
subject, it is probable, is increased by their 
residence among the idolaters; by beholding 
whole countries perishing; so that the mis- 
sionary is like a person walking through a 
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town in India, in the extremity of 

a famine, when the streets are filled with 
crowds of the famished and dying inhabi- 
tants; by having had to grapple with the 
tremendous difficulties in the way of conver- 
sion among the heathen, in addition to those 
which exist in what is called a Christian 
country. Britain contains many thousands 
ef faithful ministers. Even Wales, which 
has not so great a population as the town of 
Calcutta, in Kengal, has a thousand, ‘These 
ministers are surreunded with large and at- 
tentive congregations, and conversions are 
pow and the» produced. Here then the 
want of divine influence is less manifest. 
But in Hindoost*han, millions are to be taught. 
The labovrers are lost among this dense 
population, like a drop iu the ocean. The 
prejudices of the natives; their superstition, 
ignorance of ali scripture-truths, their levity, 
their multiplied errours, their slavish sub- 
jection to the prieets: the difficulties of the 
languages; and the terrilick deprivations 
following a profession of Christiamty ;— these 
and many other difficulties, added to the 
natural ennuty, hardness, and unbelief of the 
heart, all lead the mind of the missionary to 
feel the need of divine help. His spirit is 
bowed down within him, when he sees him- 


self surrounded only with idol temples, idola-— 


trous priests, rites, and cruelties; and when 
those for whom his very heart ‘bleeds, treat 
his most serious addresses with contempt or 
ridicule. How often is he ready to ask, 
“Can these dry bones live? O Lord God, 
thou (only) knowest.” If the frends of 
missions could realize the scenes with which 
the missionary jis surrounded, they would 
be better able to participate in the deep 
anxiety felt by him, relative to those in- 
fluences which make the * gospel the power of 
God.’ pp, 102—108. 


We have been the more disposed to 
copy these remarks, in the hope that 
the friends of the missionary cause in 
our church will apply them to them- 
selves in reference to our own situa- 
tion. We trust the time is not far dis- 
tant when a vigorous effort will be made 
to wipe away from us the reproach of 
doing nothing in thiseause. Let those, 
who engage in this work, remember, 
that ‘* unless the Lord build the house, 
they labour in vain who build it,” un- 
less they couple with their efforts an 
earnest and constant application to the 
throne of grace for the blessing of the 
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Spirit of God upon all their operations, 
their*labour will be in vain. 

In several of the subsequent letters, 
the author givesa concise view of the 
obstacles which opposed the introduc- 
tion of Christianity into India, and ‘an 
animated sketch of the success. which 
has attended the labours of missiona+ 
ries. We have not room to pursue our 
extracts ; but we earnestly recommend 
the whole book to the attention of all 
our readers who feel, or who wish to 
feel any interest in the extension of the 
gospel. ‘The success witlt which mis- 
sionary exertions have been blessed, 
furnishes abundant encouragement for 
continued and increased efforts, More 
than five hundred converts in India, 
amidst all the opprobrium and danger 
which attend the acknowledgment of 
the gospel, and a whole nation of cone 
verts in the Friendly Islands, if there 
were no others, were an all-sofficient 
reward for all the exertion, and self. 
denial, and perseverance, which they 
have cost, and a sure earnest of success 
to those who rightly engage in the 
same work, 

There is another powerful motive for 
engaging in the missionary cause, from 
the effect which is produced by it on 
the church at home. True religion is 
that holy magnetism, whose virtues are 
enlivened rather than dimiuished by 
being communicated to others. He 
who in a right spirit strives to promote 
the cause of Christianity abroad, will 
be excited to more active exertions ip 
the same cause, in his own family and 
neighbourhood. His prayers, as they 
are poured out for the extension of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, will become 
more fervent for the increase of holy 
affections in his own heart, and of the 
influence of the gospel in those about 
him. His faith will be strengthened as 
he views the {fulfilment of the gracious 
promises made to those who labour to 
preach the gospel io every creature. 
His zeal will be increased while he 
looks upon the exertions and sacrifices 
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which are made vy those who- leave 
their country and friends to carry. 
the news of salvation to the heathen. 
His love wiil be more ardent as he 
contemplates the love witich prompts 
the missionary to spend afi, that he 
may win souls to Christ, in humble 
imitation of that love which led the Sa 
viour of sinners to come down to earth, 
and die for guilty men. 

As it is with individuals, so is it 
with the church. We need but to re- 
fer to the observation of every one who 
has candidly attended to the subject, 
to .convince him that wherever the 
church bas zealously engaged in the 
missionary cause, there has it increased 
in the number of its members, and in 
the growth of the christian graces 
among them. How is it possible that 
a church which is indifferent to the ob® 
ligation to impart the blessings of the 
gospel to others, should have those 
blessings multiplied upon its members? 
The very spirit. which such indifference 
mabilests, ‘isa poweriul barrier «to the 
growth of piety, since Christian. bene- 
volence is one of the first of the Chris- 
tian virtues. 

This great work of the Lord will 
assuredly go on, although we should 
do nothing to aid it. But where will 
our church appear among the candle- 
sticks ofthe temple of the Lord ? Will 
they who have furnished but a few fee- 
ble rays ta those about them, be per- 
mitted to retain their place among those 
who have shed abroad their light, and 
illumined the.whole earth? There is 
a warning in the language of Mordecai 
to Esther the queen, which we could 
wish every member of our church to 
apply to himself; ‘* For if thou alto- 
gether boldest thy peace at this time, 
then shall there enlargement and delive- 
rance arise to the Jews from another 
place; but thou and thy father’s house 
shail be destroyed.’’*® The Head of the 
church will take care of his cause, but 
what will be the portion of those who 
go not and work in bis vineyard ? 

It will not be supposed that we are 
inclined in the least degree to make 


Notice of Ward's. Farewell Letters. 
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the performance of the duty of aiding 
in exertions to disseminate the know- 
ledge of the gospel, a substitute for 
the periormance of the other more do- 
mestick duties which that gospel re- 
quires. On this subject we would 
adopt the language of the reverend 
William Lunes, in the preface to his 
treatise on domestick religion. 

** We live,” says he, ‘in an age in 
which there is undoubtedly much more 
exhibition connected with religion than 
in that which preceded it. It will not, 
we trus!, be for a moment suspected, 
that by making this remark we do not 
cordially rejoice in all the measures 
which have been adopted of late for 
the diffusion of the knowledge of di- 
vine truth, both at lome and abroad. 
To all who are engaged in.these be- 
nevolent exertions, whether in the form 
of bible, missionary, tract, or sabbath 
school societies, we heartily say, God 
speed ; and we consider it one of the 
most cheerjng symptoms of the times, 
when we hear ot such institutions in- 
creasing, either in number or in the 
vigour and success of their operations. 
But it must, in candour, be admitted, 
that, while there is something” very 
captivating, especially to the young, 
in the bustle and display of a publick 
society, especially with its appendages 
of president, vice-presidents, treasurer, 
and secretary, along with speeches de- 
livered to listening, at least, if not ad. 
miring multitudes, there is some dan- 
ger of overlooking the less noisy and 
showy, though not the less important 
and effective way of promoting the in- 
terests of true religion around us, by 
the silent” but powerful influence of 
consistency of character in domestick 
life. 

‘* Wherever this is wanting, although 
much good may be done by our exer- 
tions to those abroad, it is in danger of 
being tully counterbalanced by the in- 
jury done both to the individuals them- 
selves, in whom such a deficiency is 
found, and also to those at home. The 
part which persons of this description 
take in the business of these institu- 
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tions, is first apt to prove to themselves 
a source of deception, by leading them 
to suppose that they really are influ- 
enced by the religion of Christ, when 
they are not ; and this professed con- 
cern about the dissemination of di- 
yiné truth, must be notethe less inju- 
rious to those who witness the inconsis- 
tency between such an expression of 
zeal for sendimg the gospel to others, 
and their personal neglect of its plain- 
est injunctions, Every one who be- 
holds this inconsistency, must either 
consider those who are chargeable with 
it, as downright hypocrites ; or he must 
be sadly misied by them, if he take his 
views of Christianity from such an ex- 
hibition of it as appears in their con- 
duct. 

*“ While, then, it is of the utmost 
importanee to every reader, as aD evi- 
dence of his personal interest in the 
blessings of the gospel, that he mark 
with care, and conscientiously dis- 
charge the domestick duties more im- 
mediately incumbent upon him, let 
him also recollect that this consistency 
of character is essentially necessary, 
to give weight and efficacy to all those 
more publick exertions, for promoting 
the influence of divine truth in which 
he may be engaged.” 

The danger of trusting to the per- 
formance of religious charities, as a 
substitute for holiness and consistency 
of dife, is not, perhaps, one to which 
the members of our church in this yi- 
cinity, are at present, particularly ex- 
posed; for we have, as a church, vot 
done enough to furnish so much as an 
apology, even to ourselves, for trusting 
to them. It however, behooves us to 
see that we enter upon this work with 
a proper regard to all the duties of 
our holy religion. Let each class of 
duties receive their proper share of at- 
tention, so that our Christian charac- 
ter may be: one work, fitly framed 
together? ** These’ ought yes to have 
done, and not to leave the other un- 
done.” 


Extract from Hooker's Discourse on Justification. $7i 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 


I nave often thought, that our periodi- 
cai religious publications would be ren- 
dered much more interesting and valua- 
ble, by devoting a part of every number 
to extracts from the writings of the 
English clergy, of one and {wo centu- 
ries ago. Few of your readers have 
access to these works. After reading 
the angry pamphlets of modern days, 
it is refreshing to go back to tbe learn- 
ing, talent aud picty of earlier times. 
[ send you an extract from the writ- 
ings of Richard Hooker, with the hope 
that you may think it worth insertion 
in your next number. C, 


EXTRACT FROM HOOKER’S 
ON JUSTIFICATION. 


DISCOURSE 


* Consiperinc how many virtuous 
and just men, how many saints, how 
many martyrs, how many ancient fa- 
thers of the church, have had their 
sundry perilous opinions ; and amongst 
sundry of these opinions, this, that 
they hoped to make God some part of 
amends for their sins by voiuntary 
punishments, which they laid upon 
themselves, because, by a consequent 
it may follow hereupon, that they were 
injurious unto Christ ; shall we, there. 
fore, make such deadly epitaphs, and 
set them upon their graves, they denied 
the foundation of faith di: rectly, they 
are damned, there is no salvation for 
them? St. Austin saith of bimseif, er. 
rare possum, herctieus esse nolo ; and 
except we put a difference between 
them that err, and them that obstinatety 
persist in erroug, how is it possible that 
ever any man # ould hope to be saved? 
Surely in this case, I have no respect 
of any person alive or dead. Give nie 
a man, of what estate or condition 
soever, yea, a cardinal, or a pope, 
whom, in the extreme point of his life, 
affliction hath made to know himself, 
whose heart God hath touched with 
true sorrow for all his sins, and filled 
with love towafd the gospel of Christ, 
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whose eyes are opened to see the truth, 
and his mouth to renounce all heresy 
and errour, any wise opposite thereun- 
to ; this one opinion of merits excepted, 
he thinketh God will require at his 
hands, and because he wanteth, there- 
fore trembleth, and is discouraged ; it 
may be, I am forgetful, unskilful, not 
furnished with things new and old, asa 
wise and learned scribe should be, nor 
able to allege that, whereunto, if it 
were alleged, he doth bear a mind most 
willingly to yield; and so be recalled, 
as well from this as from other errours, 
And shall I think, because of this only 
errour, that such_a man toucheth not 
so much as a hem of Christ’s garment ? 
it he do, wherefore should not I have 
hope, that virtue may proceed from 
Christ to save him? Because his er 
rour doth by consequent overthrow his 
faith, shall I therefore, cast him off, as 
one that hath utterly cast off Christ ? 
One that holdeth not so much as by a 
slender thread ? No. I will not be 
afraid to say unto a pope or a cardinal 
in this plight, be of good comfort. We 
have todo with a mercilul God, ready 
to make the best of a little, which we 
hold well, and not with a captious so- 
phister, which gathereth the worst out 
of every thing wherein we err. Is 
there any reason that I should be sus- 
pected, or you offended for this speech ? 
Is it a dangerous thing to imagine that 
such men may find mercy? The hour 
may come when we shall think it a bless- 
ed thing to hear, that if our sins were 
the sins of the popes and cardinals, the 
bowels of the mercy of God are larger. 
I do not propose unto you a pope with 
the neck of an emperor under his feet ; 
a cardinal, riding his horse to the bridle 
in the blood of the saints ; but a pope, 
or a cardinal, sorrowful, penitent, dis- 
robed, stript not only of usurped power, 
but also delivered and recalled from er- 
rour and antichrist, converted, and ly- 
ing prostrate at the foot of Christ; and 
shall 1 think, that Christ will spurn 
at him? And shall I cross and gainsay 
the merciful promises of God, generally 
made unto penitent sinners, by oppos- 


Hxtract from Hooker’s Discourse on Justification. 
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ing the name of a pope or a cardinal ? 
What difference is there in the worid, 
between, a pope and a cardinal, and 
John Stile in this case? If we think 
it impossible for them, after they be 
once come within that rank, to be af- 
terwards touched with any such re. 
morse, let that be granted. The apos- 
tle saith, “if J, or an angel from 
heaven preach unto,” ec. Let it be as 
likely that St. Paul, or an angel from 
heaven should preach heresy, as that 
a pope or cardinal should be brought 
so far forth to acknowledge the truth ; 
yet if they should, what find we in 
their persons why they might not be 
saved? It is not the persons, you will 
say, but the errour wherein I suppose 
them to die, which excluded them from 
the hope of mercy; the opinion of 
merits doth take away all possibility 
of salvation from them, What if they 
hoid it only as an errour? Although 
they hold the truth truly and sincerely 
in all other parts of Christian faith ? 
Aithough they have in sume measure 
all the virtues and graces of the Spirit; 
all other tokens of God’s elect children 
in them ? Although they be far from hav- 
ing any proud, presumptuous opinion, 
that they shall be saved by the wor- 
thiness of their deeds? Although the 
ouly thing, which troubleth and mo- 
lesteth them be hvt a little too much 
dejection, somewhat too great a tear, 
rising from an erroneous conceit, that 
God will require a worthiness in them, 
which they are grieved to find wanting 
in themselves / Although they be not 
obstinate in this persuasion ? Although 
they be willing, and would be glad to 


forsake it, if any one reason were 


brought sufficient to disprove it ? Al- 
though the only let, why they do not 
forsake it, ere they die, be the igno- 
rance of the means by which it might 
be disproved? Although the cause why 
the ignorance in this point is not re- 
moved, be the want of knowledge in 
such as should be able, and are not, to 
remove it? Let me die, if ever it be 
proved, that simply an errour doth 
exclude a pope or a cardinal in such 
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4 ease; utterly ti the hope of life. 
Surely 1 must confess unto you, if it 
be an errour, that God' may be merci- 
ful té save men, even when they err, 
my greatest comfort is my errour ; were 
it not for the love I bear, unto this er- 
rour, I would never wish to speak, 
nor to live, | 


- ~~ 


.. To the Editor of the Gospe! Advocate. 
DOMESTICK RELIGION. 


I nave often, been surprised that those 
Christians who are united in the near- 
est and most interesting relations in 
Jifé shouldbe no more careful to con- 
tribute to their mutual progress in spi- 
ritual things. One would suppose that 
those who had experienced the blessed- 
fess of Christian fellowship, would 
make it their greatest delight, and con- 
staht aim, to elevate all their inter- 
course, and all their affections into ‘a sort 


‘of spiritual communion of soul; parti- 


cularly might we expect that those 
whose hearts have been drawn together 
by the tenderest ties, until they have 
become ‘‘ no more twain, but one 
flesh,” should make it their unceasing 
study, in every object of their pursuit, 
to promote each other’s growth in 
grace. When the intimacy of the re- 
lation prompts to a familiar interchange 
of opinions and feelings, the inmost 
soul is mutually exposed to view, and 
it becomes easy to counsel and assist 
each other in all the difficulties of the 
Christjan course ; to guard against the 
sins which most easily beset us; to 
animate and) encourage each other in 
moments of despondence; to excite 
each other's zeal when it is feeble and 
languid; mutually to confess eacli 
other’s faults ; and then to kneel down 
together at the throne of heavenly 
grace, and pray for pardon of sin, and 
strength to resist temptation. I do 
not here Méan, that prayer in the fami- 
ly, which I should hope no Christian 
family ever omits; but that closer union 
in prayer when the Christian pair 
47 ADVOCATE, VOL. }. 
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draw, near to God in their closets, and 


pour out their “hearts together for his 
blessing upon’ them. How much must 
such a course of life add to the happir 
ness of the married state!“ And yet 
how many, is there reason to fear, 
have so much cause to lament with the 
pious Buchanan, when the partner of 
their joys is taken away from. them, 
that their lives have been no more spent 
in mutual improvement in the Christian 
graces. ' 

Every Christian looks forward to. 
future re-union with the friends who 
have been most dear to him on earth. 
On what principles is such a union 
likely to be founded? Is it to he 
supposed that the mere feelings of af- 
fection which unite us in this state of 
existence will remain with us for ever, 
unless they are connected with such a 
mutual employment of them as shall 
in some measure render them sacred 
to our best interests? I have seen a 
Christian on her death-bed, who had 
indulged the fondest anticipations from 
a future union with a friend who had 
shared her best affections, her coun+ 
sels, and her prayers. — 1 have seen hey 
look beyond the grave and say, that to 
her view then, it seemed that the love 
of friends must there be absorbed, and 
in a measure lost, in the general love 
of all good beings, It was as if. she 
had returned back from Abraham’s 
bosom to admonish her friends, that 
they should make their love jor one 
another subservient to their mutual 
spiritual benefit, if they would have it 
last for ever. She died; but she. left 
her friends the consoling hope, that 
some preparation had been made for a 
re-union of joys in a.better world, in 
the mutual assistance they had beea 

ermitted to render each other here. 

[ have been led to make these remarks 
from having recently read a chapter om 
the duties. of husbands and wives, in 
Mr. Innes’s treatise on domestick re~ 
ligion ; a short’ extract from whi¢h I 
send you, for publication, if you ap- 
prove of it, in the Gospel Advocate. 8. 
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ae ‘ti last. view. of Christian duty, 
which regards the obligation of” Chtis- 
tians onited in marriage, to endeavour 
to ‘be helpers of each’ other’s faith and 
hope, | would wish particularly to im- 
press on those readers to whom it may 
more immediately apply. One reason 
for this is, the deep distress which I 
have sometimes known to be felt by 
the survivor, when a Christian husband 
or wife’ has been taken away, at the 
fecdllection of the little spiritual im 
rovement they had made of their in- 
tercourse, while it continued. Even 
‘the partial neglect of this duty, where it 
wasby po means altogether omitted, has 
‘pot unfrequently occasioned the most 
oignant regret, especially when it was 
recollected, that the favoured seasons 
they had often enjoyed, should never 
return; thut the possibility of remedy- 


‘ing’the evil, was gone for ever. Let 


those who still possess ‘the happiness of 
each other’s society, attend to the sug- 

estion. Letthem not be afraid steadi 
iy to look forward to what must come ; 
the period of their separation. In the 
conteinpiation of it, let them study 
improve their mutual intercourse, as 
they would wish‘to have done, when 
that period actually arrives. 

“No family can expect to escape a 
portion of those trials and difficulties, 
Which, in’ one’ degtee or ‘another, are 
the uvavoidable lot of bumanity. Bat 
under personal or domestick afftiction, 
the’ spirit of ‘trae’ religion will teach 
those who are felldw-heits of the grace 
of fife, not only to bear their own “bur- 
den, but with Christian tenderness ‘to 
bear one another’s. In the midst of 
domestick affliction, how melancholy is 
it when the heads ‘of a family, while 
called to suffer ‘together the most 
poignant anguish, are strangers to the 
only sillce of consolation ; and it is 
perhaps little less affecting, when, 
though dne of the partics is acquainted 
with this, and can have ‘recourse to it, 
the companion of'bis life cannot taste 
along with him of the healing streams 
which it affords. On the‘other hand, 
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I do.not know a mo a interesting scene, 
and wile, under 

their’ common trials, can resort together 
'to this precious adthin: while, with 
all that tender sympathy for each other, 
which ever subsists where conjugal 
affection is heightencd and improved 
by the influence of Christianity, they 
mutually sooth each others sorrows, 
by encouraging one another to look 
forward together to that world, where 
sin and sorrow shall for ever flee away. 
** In proportion to the happiness en- 
joyed im the conjugal reiation, must 
be the pain with which those who are 
thus cofinected, look forward to the 
period when this most interesting bond 
of union shall be di issulved. But [et 
Christisns ever reflect, with a measure 
of gratitude, som what corresponding 
to the ample ground they have, for the 
exercise of such a Pte on the sup- 
port furnished by the word of God, in 
the prospect even of that naturally 
most dreaded hour. A good man, 
speaking to a friend of a sudden and 
alarming illness, with which his wife 
had beer afflicted, but from which she 
was mercifully restored, observed, 
‘O what would 1 hate done last 
nicht, if tha not been convinced, that 
what would have been my greatest 
loss, would have been her ygréatest 
gain.” Can any consolation be con- 
céived in such circumstances equal to 
this? Heére the superlative value of 
Christianity appears, from its being, so 
much calculated to support under < 
an affliction. to mitigate’so great an 
evil. The truth cont tuined in that sin- 
cle sentence, ‘ that those tho sleep in 
Jes sus, God will bring wit “hire at the 
last day,’ when firmly embraced, im- 
parts a coysolation which the wealth 
of worlds cannot purchase. This truth, 
when believed, enables those who are 
bappy in each other's society on earth, 
to entertain the well-grounded hope, 
that the society shall not be J gt! p d to 
the period of their mortal pilgrimage, 
that it shall survive the ravages of the 
grave,—that when theit dearest friend 
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on earth is removed frdéin their em 
brace, it is to be for ever with the 
Lord ; and that when the survivor shall 
be called to follow, they shall be united 
again in that world, where the pain of 
separation shall never be known more. 
Let those who, while connected by the 
conjugal tie, are also united by the 
st}!] more interesting bond of the faith 
and hope of the Gospel, give God the 
glory tor that grace by which they 
have been distinguished. And under 
the @illictions of jife. especially in the 


prospect of the hour of their dissolu- 


tion, let them comfort themselves. and 
one another, by this glorious hope, by 
this everlasting consolation.” 


— ie — 


[Tne following prayer of Erasmus is 
the original, trom which the transiation, 
ip our last number, was made. } 


IN AUTUMNO. 


Acimus tibi gratias, indulgentissime Pa- 
ter, conditor cli ac terre, quod tua 
clementi providentia maturuit annus,un- 
dique nobis proedivitem annone copiam 
effundens: largire quesumus, ut, que- 
madmodum tua benignitas ig alimo- 
niam corporum nostrorum varia et 
opulentam fructuum abundantiam sup- 
peditat, ita per gratiam tui spiritus 
sine qua nihil boni nascitur, vivit aut 
alitur, maturescat ac perficiatur in ani- 
mis nostris pietatis aflectus, ut in unt- 
geniti tui fide perseverantes, per omnem 
vitam fructiicemus bonis operibus, 
beatam messem facturi in resurrectione 
justorum, per eundem Dominum nos- 
trum lesum Christum qui tecum vivit 
et regnat in consortio eiusdem Sancti 
Spiritus in sempiterna seculay Amen. 
— 


For the Gospel Advocate. 
MISSIONARY PLANTATIONS. 


Ir has often been asserted as a re- 
proach to thé missionary cause, by per- 
sons unacquainted with the manner in 


which it has generally been conducted, 


Prayer for Autumn—Missionary Plantations. 


that those who have engaged init have. 
been so zealous in making proselytes,, 


that they have overlooked the, impor- 
tance of teaching the practical precepts 
of Christianity. ‘They have been ac- 
cused of teaching speculative and mys- 
terious doctrines which it is beyond the 
power of the human mind to compre- 
hend, to the neglect of those great 
principles of the gospel, which should 
regulate the heart and life. So far is 
this from being the case, that it is 
every where agreed that the only 
effectual mode of converting the un- 
civilized heathen to Christianity, is to 
teach them the arts’of civilized life, at 
the same time that they are taught the 
good news of salvation, to lost men, 
The WHottentots of Africa, and the 
warlike natives of our own country are 
alike insjructed in the arts which con- 
tribute to their happiness and useful- 
ness in this life, as well as in thos 
things which relate to their everlastid 
peace in another. Wherever the gos- 
pei has been carried, thom’ divine pre- 
cepts which, if truly received, make 
those who receive them better men, 
in every relation in lie, are fully in- 
culcated. And it will be found that 
those who thus receive it cast off their 
native character whatever it may have 
been ; and as they become'disciples of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, they strive 
to bring fort fruits meet for repentance. 
The London society for propagating 
the gospel in foreign parts, has adopted 
a plan for exhibiting the benefits to be 
derived from extending the blessings of 
the Christian reljgion to the slaves in 
the West Indies; an account of which 
we copy from the report of their pro- 
ceedings for the year 1819. We 
know not how far any part of this plan 
might be adopted, in our own country, 
for the purpose of affording religious 
instruction to the slaves more exten- 
sively than they have hitherto enjoyed 
it. We doubt not there are many, whe 
since they cannot liberate their slaves 
without increasing instead of diminisb- 
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ing the evils of their situation, would 
rejoice to afford them every means in 
their power to provide for their happi- 
ness both in this and a future life, © It 
is not however so much on this account 
that we present this plan to our read- 
ers, as to show how much it is the ob- 
ject and design of all who are engaged 
in efforts to spread the gospel, to make 
these efforts in every way conducive 
to the best good of those for whom they 
are made. 


‘*Ar the commencement of the last 
century, general Codrington, by his 
last will and testament, gave and be- 
queathed his two plantations in the 
island of Barbadoes to the society, 
with direction ‘ that a convenient num- 
ber of professors and scholars should 
be maintained there, leaving the parti- 
culars of the constitution to the society 
composed of wise and good men ;’ since 
that period, after many difficulties, 
arising from law-suits with the execu. 
tor, and the erection of a college at 
considerable expense, and the devasta. 
tions occasioned by frequent hurricanes, a 
an establishment has been formed and 
supported with the produce of the 
estates, consisting of a president and 
twelve scholars, stipends being allowed 
to those who may be desirous of prose- 
cuting their studies in England, either 
in divinity, law, or pliysick. A minis- 
ter has also been provided for the ne- 
groes, whose whole attention is to be 
directed to their improvement in moral 
and religious knowledge. Schools up- 
on the national system have been torm- 
ed, under the superintendence of the 
ehaplain, and a code of regulations has 
been prepared, with the sanction of 
the attorneys, by which sufficient time 
will be allowed the negroes during 
the week for the cultivation of their 
own provision grounds, to enable them 
to attend to the religious observance of 
the sabbath, without interruption. 

‘«« These regulations will be submit- 
ted to the publick, in the hope that other 
proprietors may be induced to adopt a 
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similar plan, when they observe that 
the Christian faith may be imparted to 
the slave population, without any in- 
terference with the labours of the field. 


Regulations. 


**The college and society-estates 
having been left in trust to a religious 
body, whose sole object is the propaga- 
tion of the gospel among mankind, it 
seems as if Providence had intended 
that the great work of reformation in 
the negro character should commence 
among the labourers on these planta- 
tions. And although the annual re- 
turns of West-India property form a 
consideration secondary to moral cul- 
ture and comfort among those from 
whose industry an abundant revenue is 
derived, yet it is desirable that a sys- 
tem should be adopted,-in every way 
coincident with the colonial interest; 
a system which, while it effectually 
secures progressive amelioration in the 
disposition, understanding, and habits 
of the slaves, may afford a model for 
other proprietors to follow. Ang.most 

ardently may this event be expected, 
when it is seen in what harmony re- 
ligious institutions and flourishing agri- 
culture subsist. 

** Resolved—That divine service be 
performed on the Sunday morning at 
half past ten, according to the rites of 
the established church, with a familiar 
discourse to the slaves on the doctrines 
of the gospel, and their consequent 
duties as Christians. 

** And again in the afternoon, at two 
o'clock ; when, after prayers, the scrip- 
ture shall be explained to them by way 
of exposition ; or the common prayer 
illustrated ; or the ancient and useful 
mode of catechising adopted. By this 
arrangement, those who may have been 
unavoidably prevented attending in the 
morning, will have the opportunity of 
repairing their loss, and the neighbour- 
ing negroes may, if so disposed,.be 
accommodated, 

‘** That there shall continue to be a 
school on each estate, receiving all, 
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from the. period of distinct articulation, 
to the age of ten ;the hours of atten- 
dance daily, from nine in the morning 


till one at noon. That, commencing 
with prayer and the creed, they shall 
proceed to their ordinary plan of study, 
agreeably with the national system, 
and close with a repetition of the ten 
commandments and a hymn, 

* That writing and arithmetick be 
excluded. 

‘* That there shall also be a Sunday 
school for the accommodation of those 
who, either from being superannuated, 
or from having neglected past oppor- 
tunities, may desire to benefit by the 
advantages now afforded them, and 
particularly as a plan for continuing 
those in habits of useful knowledge 
who shall hereafter quit the school. 

‘* That it shall be conducted on the 
plan of the daily schools, under the 
superintendence of the minister and 
school mistresses. 

** That baptism shal] be readily ad. 
ministered to all children presented by 
their parents ; and to all adults who 
give a satisfactory reason for their 
desiring this sacrament. 

‘* That the Lord’s supper shall be 
administered once a month to those 
who have given previous notice of 
their intention to the minister, and jus- 
tify his reception of them, by the im- 
provement of their lives and devout- 
ness at worship. 

‘That, in case of a funeral, the 
immediate relatives continue to have 
the whole day granted them; and that 
labour shall cease at five o’clock on the 
estate ‘where the funeral occurs, in 
order that all may have the opportuni- 
ty of attending a Christian ceremony, 
so peculiarly calculated to awaken re- 
ligious feeling. 

‘‘That marriages be encouraged 
among the slaves, in conformity with 
the rites of the church of England, as 
one of the most effectual means of re- 
fining and strengthening natural attach- 
ments, and thereby paving the way to 
virtuous habits. 
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‘‘ That it be considered a ‘vir 
minister’s duty to attend the ane of ‘te 
and infirm at the hospital, or ai. 
own houses, and afford the consolat,._. 

ee cir- 
of religion by his advice and convei 
sation. 

“‘ That the slaves on the two estates 
continue to have the full enjoyment of 
the Saturday from one o’clock, for. at- 
tending to their own immediate con- 
cerns, so that the sabbath may be con- 
sidered by them (not as heretofore, a 
day of bodily rest) but a holy season, 
set apart for the improvement of the 
soul. 

‘* That no species of labour be allow- 
ed on a Sunday which can possibly be 
prevented by some arrangement for its 
performance on the other days of the 
week.” 


a 


—— 


[In our number for October, we noticed 
the arduous labours of the bishop of 
Ohio, the suffering condition of his 
church, and the formation of a diocesan 
missionary society, under his auspices, 
by the members of the convention. 
We noticed, also, the resolution of that 
body, requesting the bishop to prepare 
and transmit to the several bishops of 
the United States, an address, “ pray- 
ing for liberty to solicit from the con- 
gregations and individuals in their re. 
spective dioceses, contributions for the 
support of missionaries.” We have 
now the pleasure of laying before our 
readers the address thus framed ; and 
if it be read by them with half the 
feeling which it bas excited in our bo- 
soms, we are persuaded, that they will 
consider it as one of the most powerful 
and eloquent appeals which was ever 


-made to the piety and sympathizing 


charity of the other members of the 
body of Christ. It is evidently written 
warm from the heart, with sentences 
artless and unstudied in their cadence, 
the author being full of his subject, 
thinking of no arts of persuasion, and 
relying solely on the goodness of the 
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cause for which he pleads, and the ho- 
liness of his own motives ] 


To the right reverend the bishops of 
the protestant episcopal church in 
the United States of America: their 
friend and brother, the bishop of the 
diocese of Ohio, sendeth greeting. 


Right reverend and dear brethren, 

l appress you on a subject of no com- 
mon interest ; it is that of the prospe- 
rity, and, perhaps, the existence, of our 
church in the state of Ohio, and in the 
country generally west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains. 

That it is now my duty so to ad- 
dress you, | am persuaded, by a con- 
sideration of my pastoral vows, and by 
referring to the recommendatory reso- 
lution of the last convention of the dio- 
cese, over which divine Providence 
has placed me. 

The latter is in the words following : 
** Whereas there are many vacant con- 
gregations of the church, in this state, 
which are unable to support ministers, 
and numerous members of our commu- 
nion, scattered over an extensive coun- 
try, destitute of the ministrations of the 
word and sacraments ; therefore, 

** Resolved, by Cis convention, That 
the right reverend the bishop bé re- 
quested to prepare and transmit to the 
bishops of the respective dioceses in 
the United States, an address, setting 
forth the great necessities of the church 
within the diocese of Ohio; and solicit- 
ing their aid and assistance in procuring 
missionaries to reside therein. 

** Resolved, further, ‘That, should a 
missionary society be organized upon 
the plan proposed by this convention, 
the bishop is respectiully requested to 
communicate the fact, and object of 
such society, to the several bishops of 
the United States, and request their 
aid in furjhering and promoting the ob- 
jeet thereof, in-such manner as shall be 
deemed most expedient.” 

In compliance with the latter of the 
above resolutions, | beg leave to state, 
that the missionary society therein 
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named, was formed by the members of 
our convention, during their last session; 
and that it meets with the hearty ap» 
probation and best endeavours of all 
the diocese, so far as we have as yet been 
able to learn. The odject of this socie- 
ty, as may be seen by perusing their 
constitution, inserted on* the journals 
of the convention, is to concentrate the 
means of our own scattered people in 
one united effort; thereby manifesting 
that we are not wanting in our own 
exertions, however feeble, to found and 
build up the church of God among us, 

[t is also the object of the society, 
by constituting a treasury under the 
yuardianship of the good faith of the 
whole diocese, to give a pledge that 
the donations, made from abroad, will 
be applied in the best manner possible, 
and that by persons on the spot, who 
know the necessities of our people, and 
the means of effecting the most good. 

To fulai the former of these resolu- 
tions, I have now, right reverend breth- 
ren, to lay before you our condition, 
our necessities, our fears, our hopes, 
and our prayers 

The map of Ohio will show you the 
extent of our charge. Our extreme 
parishes, as those of Cincinnati and 
Ashtabula, ‘are distant, each from the 
other, rising of three hundred miles. 
In other directions t.eir distance is not 
mech less. On this vast surface our 
settlements are “thinly scattered ; and 
among these settlements are mingled 
the members of our primitive church, 
Having emigr.ted from places where 
the pleasant things of our Zion were 
freely and in abundance ministered, 
they remember their past enjoyments, 
as hungry persons think on their former 
feasts of plenty. ‘They are, both from 
reading and experience, too well in- 
formed, to enjoy the crude things of 
moderh date, which are offered them 
in place of their former delights; and 
they are too pious not to hope, trust, 
and believe, that they shall have the 
good things of the gospel kingdom ex- 
tended tothem. In this situation they 
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sit, like, the captive, Israelites, by the 
muddy. waters .of Euphrates’ stream, 
‘waiting, with sighs apd tears, for ier 
‘demption to. the chur¢h of God ; 

that blessed time When the. word fee 
sacraments can, , wiih: any, thing like 
constancy, be ministered among them. 
Besides innumerable’ individuals dis- 
persed throughout our state, there are 
forty-eight places containing our ittle 
flocks, mostly.in circumstances similar 
to the above. These | have hitherto 
visited once .a year. I have witnessed 
their joy atmeeting, and their grief at 
parting. ‘Their passionate inquiries, 
prompted by their,love of Zion, and 
especially by the: danger of ‘the rising 
generation’s being ‘enticed every day 
from her order and beauty into the 
paths of sin, schism, and iniidelitys 
their passionate inquiries for some prds- 
pects of relief in the enjoyment of {aith- 
ful missionaries, almost every where 
repeated, have sum deep into my heart, 
and caused my tears to mingle with 
theirs. ‘ While all others,” say they, 
‘* enjoy these blessings, w hy are we 
deprived of them? Has that church, 
which we teem emphatically priinitive, 
no zeal to assist their distressed breth- 
ren in the wilderness ; while ail others, 
of modern date, compass sea and land 
to make proselytes ?”’ 

Our parishes ‘and places of holding 

divine service are. mostly distant from 
each other from fifteen to sixty miles ; 
and the amount of parochial services 
is hardly so much as of fye clergymen 

to supply them all. Though these ate 
faithful, | fear, beyond their strength ; 
yet what are they among so many con- 
gregations, and at such distances. To 
keep, from ecclesiastical extinction, the 
little flocks already formed, they have, 
in many instances, encompassed so 
creat a ficld of duty, that, before they 
have finished their circuit, their. former 
labours are no more seen; their fences 
against errour are. thrown down,,. the 
weeds of sin are grown, and theit whole 
ground is Jaid waste. Too often have 
f witnessed this with mine. own eyes ; 
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' too ‘ofte haveid seen: tke dambs of the 
fold devoured, because’ a shepherd was 


too far distant-to bear theircries.; What 


r ‘must be my, feelings: under such ‘cir- 
cumstances, ‘the beatings:of your owa 
bosoms, as you read this, can best ex- 
presses ocd 

i> in, doing the duty above alluded to, 
I have found the labours-of a’missionary 
inseparable fromthdse of the episcopate ; 
and, toa person of my age, this assem. 
blage of fatigue is more thah’can be 
borne. Incessant speaking in private, 
as. well as in publick, in teaching tbe 
rudiments of Christianity to the young, 
in explaming and defending the first 
principles of our religion to the igno- 
rant opposer, have already much im- 
paired my voice and my general health; 
aiskould this state of things contmue, 
to all human view, my strength will 
soon be brought down: in my jourhey, 
and my days “will be shortened. 

So circumstanced, where can I, under 
divine Providence, look fgz aid in the 
arduous work assigned me, but to you, 

my-brethren in the Lord?» Think not, 
i entreat you, that 1 do this without due 
consideration. By what is in print I 
am apprised of your wants among your 
own flocks. | see the need you have 
to,apply your own resources at home. 
But wants, as well as riches, are rela- 
tive., ‘They are small or great only 
hy comparison. A family may be in 
want,and charity should begin at home: 
bat, if a neighbour be dying for want 
of relief, who can refuse that relief 
and be innocent? 

This, in the eyes of all reflecting 
persons, is ourcase. Our parishes and 
people are too dismembered and too 
poor io maintain qualifed ministers of 
the word and sacraments. They have 
made their efforts according to their 
utmost ability, and they find all is in- 
sullicient. Should they be suffered to 
fail in this diocese, what will remain 
of the church in the west?) They will 
soon disperse. No funds, no clergy, 
and soon no people. . Thus, even 
should prosperous days return, there 
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will be no foundation omwhich to build 
a future superstructure. 

Seeing so little hopes of fostering 
our little flocks which we had formed 
in the wilderness, even the clergy we 
had, some of them, began to. think of 
removing to more flourishing regions, 
and, leaving the rest to mourn out their 
days in useless efforts and hopeless soli- 
tude... But the Lord hitherto hath 
helped. Their faith in the expected 
relief, which this instrument implores, 
has as yet borne up their spirits. ‘* We 
will make this last effort, say we, and 
God of his mercy will smile upon us. 
This shall, occupy our nightly dream 
and daily»prayer. The fathers of our 
common church, the chief labourers in 
Christ’s vineyard, will not suffer this 
rose tn the west, which God’s own right 
hand hath planted, to be blasted in its 
bud, its beauty to fade thus untimely, 
and its fragrance to cease fronius for 
ever. They will, under God, send 
forth labourers, faithful ministers ; they 
will incite their people to give liberally 
of their abundance ; and we yet shall 
see the prosperity of our beloved Zion.” 

Right reverend brethren,—I have 
now, surrounded by my manifold cares, 
finished my address to you on this, of 
all others dwelt upon through my whole 
life, the most important and momentous 
subject; and thus, according to my 
weak ability, have done my duty. 
With prayers the most sincere | com- 
mit the event of it to the wisdom, the 
goodness, and mercy of him, who, to 
found and erect a kingdom here on 
earth, shed his precious blood for us. 
Whatever this event may be, whether 
prosperous or adverse, I humbly im- 
plore his divine grace to make me sub- 
missive to his holy will and pleasure. 

The person, who is the bearer of this 
to your hands, is my son, the reverend 
Philander Chase, jun., in the holy order 
of deacons: the same, as by his papers 
he will show, @s duly authorized to 
eonfer with you on the subject of this 
address, to receive your directions, 
and, if permitted, to collect and be the 


fDec. 


bearer of charitable contributions to the 
missionaty society of the protestant 


‘episcopal church of the diocese ot Ohio. 


PHILANDER CHASE, 
Bishop of the Protestant Fipiscopal 
Church in the state of Ohio. 


Worthingtot, Ohio, September 21, 1821. 


——— 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


An address from an instructress of youth te 
her pupils, on the day appointed by the 
civil authority as a day of publick thanks- 
giving. 

This day of thanksgiving recalls us to praise, 

The Giver of being, the Author of days; 
And will not my pupils attend? 

It is not for feasting, for mirth, and for play, 

That school is relinquish’d on this happy day ; 

It is gratitude’s call commands us away; 

May we love to acknowledge what pone 

can repay, 
And let fervent thanksgiving ascend. 


Let us count all the blessings the past year 
has brought ; 
Can we number our words, or our acts, or 
our thoughts ? 
Let the one who can tell them declare. 
And yet, my young friends, ev’ry tune that 
we move, 
That we speak, that we breathe, or any 
pow’r prove ; 
Such pow’r we receive from the great God 
of love, 
Whose footstool is earth, whose throne is 
above! 
O then praise him for all his kind care. 


And let me once ask—for this care have 
you pray’d? 
Has each morning observ’d you imploring 
his aid, 
And each evening seen thankfulness rise. 
I fear lest your consciences cannot declare 
That you’ve sought from your God this 
kindness and care. 
How good has he been, then, unask’d to 
repare 
All the fruits of the field, the health of the 
air, 
And instruction te make you grow wise, 


Your raiment and food, your parents, each 
friend, 
Alike on this Giver of all things depend. 
Then forget not his gifts to implore ; 
And, while you enjoy all his bounty is sending, 
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May gratitude’s charm sweeten all that he’s O soon! artist view the mystick pact fulfill’d. 


Jending. 

O offer bim thanks with hearts upwards 
tendingy 

Let praises, and blessings, and glory ascend- 
ing, 


Show how greatly our God we adore. 
— 
For the Gospel Advocate. 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 


Translated from the original German of 


K lopstock. 
(Continued irom p 353.) 


*Neath the gray 

Of feeble twilight, lay the bilis around, 

Looking as if again, in Eden’s guise, 

They bloom’d, new torm’d. Messias spoke. 

[ Alone, 

He and the Father of eternity 

Look’d through tlie boundiess substance : this 
may men, 

This only of ta? immortal converse, tell 

Father, ie said, salvation’s day draws near, 

The hour that must fuliil the pact divine, 

The hour for mightier deeds, that lay reveal’d, 

Than even creation, plang’d by thee—by me 

That hour now shines as glorious, as belov’d, 

As when we lirst disturb’d reposing time, 

Aud first beneath my glance there stood, 
scann’d forth, 

A bright’ning future’s charms. Thou kaow’st 
ajonc— 

Thou and the Spirit, how united then 

We thougit upon Redemption; how serene, 

Amid the awlu! stillness that prevail’d, 

We look’d upon mankind, though yet un- 
made— 

Fden’s blest children! pow misshap’d by sin, 

But once immortal—once a Godhead’s joy ; 

Now dust to dust returnmg. O my Sire! 

I view’d mankind, and thou my tears. Thou 
said’st, 

Let man be made anew; let him retake 

The form ot Godhead ; let redeeming blood 

Reform creation’s empire. As thou spok’si, 

I felt his misery. and offer'd straight 

Myself the sacrifice. Eternal thoa, 

Thou and thy heavens can tell what wish in- 
tense 

Hath caus’d me yearn, to make that promise 
rood, 

Earth, in thy paltry distance, lovely still, 

Aad dear wert thou forme. ‘Thou, Canaan, 


too, 

Sacred ’mongst lands! how often hath mine 
eye, 

Soft weeping, mark’d thine bill,* that soon, I 
knew, 
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How hath mine heart throbb’d joyful at the 
thought 

That [| am mortal; that around me flock, 

E’en now, such bands of righteous, that my 
name 

Soon shall be blest by all earth holds within 
her. 

O Father, form’d immortal as thyself, 

But now invested with the garb of man, 

I pray to thee; already may I view 

The judgment pass’d of death, which thou 
wilt hear, 

I see thee from thy distance come. Again 

I mark thee, towards the heavens, remorse- 
less rise. 

Already shudderings shake my frame, so cold 

As spirit-choir ne’er felt, even should thy 
wrath, 

Eternal wrath, transfix them—never felt. 

| see the night-rob’d garden, prostrate sink, 

And look towards thee, in harrowing agony, 

Yet 1 will bear, my Father, thy just ire 

My soul shall kiss thy judgment aad obey. 

O how art thou eternal; whe hath tried— 

What spirit so immensurate—that wrath, 

Which ean hamortals blot for ever out— 

Wio e’er has thought it. *Tis but Ged alone, 

That God can reconcile. Arise, O king ; 

Look round thee, Guider of the universe. 

Lo, here | prostrate lie: destroy, and take 

The proffer’d ofier to redeem maakind : 

Hasie thee, for still tis mive to look towards 
thee, 

And straight shall ope the skies, and myriads 
lead, 

With shouts of joy, their Co-Creator in. 

But fear not, Father: I wil feel the pangs 

That seraphs know not, e’en in thought; 
that eye 

Of cherub oe’er hath view’d; and my wrung 
soul 

Shall quiv’ring say, O pardon man my death. 

Again, be said; | raise my head tow’rda 
heaven, 

My right arm knoweth the clouds, and thus 
I swear 

By mine immortal self, [ will redeem, 

Messias spoke, and rose: upon his front 

There stood imprinted, pity, peace of soul. 

Unheard by angels now, and only seen 

By man’s Kedeemer, the Ineffable 

Voiced through the cloud; mine eye is o’er 
the highest ; 

Mine arin bears forth eternity. I swear, 

Immortal, by my skies, [ swear to thee, 

Son, co-eternal, I forgive mankind. 

He said twas silence. Whilst their Maker 
spake, 

Ail nature quak’d with awe, and souls that 
yet 
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Nor knew of sense, nor thought, now trem- 
hled— felt. 

Ev’n shudd’ring shook the seraph as he lay 

Expecting, like the aw’d world’s pause before 

The advance of deep charg’d thunder clouds 
along. 

Sole, towards the hearts of future Christians, 
came 

Sweet sen-e of future joys, soft gliding o’er: 

But hell’s perturbed spirits rose in haste, 

From off their fiery thrones, to feel alone 

Thoughts of wild doubt, unknowing what to 
judge 

Of God's omnipotence ; then sunk appall’d ; 

And as exch fell, a buraing rock broke o'er 
him ; 

While fiendish clangor wrung the abyss of 

mit. 

Jesus oe yet with God. Now first began 

The pangs of the redeeming. — Far reclin’d 

Lay Gabriel, deep praying, towards the 
earth ; 

Waken'd by such bright thoughts, that, 
since the day 

His ravish’d soul had felt the lightning flight 

Of blest eternity, and seen tine roll 

Unminded o’er his bead, such thought divine 

Ne’er rose within him. Op’ning on his view, 

He saw his God’s, the world’s Kedeemer’s 
love : 

New joys inthrall’d him, as he view'd hiinself 

Of men the soft compassioner. Thus rose 

The seraph, and from out him darted forth 

Raptures unspeakable—too great for man ; 

And as the emitted radiance blazed round, 

The earth seem’d melted ’neath hun. Jesus 
saw ‘ 

The mount refulgent o’er, and chiding spoke : 

Gabriel be veil’d ; art thou not enjoin’d 

To serve thy Lord ’mongst men, and not in 
heaven; 

But-now prepare to speak before the throne 

Of earth’s Omnipotent, my last demand, 

That heaven assembled, and the saints’ bright 
choir 

May know the long expected time is full ; 

There shed thy light, o’er yon bright cloud— 
there tell 

To list’ning angels, thou art sent from God. 

Silent, with huinble rapture, now arose 

The seraph, and Jesus scann’d his way ; 

And view’d already ’neath Jehovah’s throne, 

E’en ere bis wings had graz’d the bounds of 
heavea. 

Now came from forth the Highest and the Son 

New mystick converse-awe-creating words— 

Things that the fates of men envelop’d, e’en 

To angels’ eyes obscure: That dread con- 
verse 

Seal’d lives and deaths of mortals, and such 
time 

As Christ’s blood should be gloried in by all. 
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Meanwhile, like morning dream, the angel 
pass'’d 
Towards heaven’s extremest bounds; where 
suns of light 
The vast horizon line, and seem to extend 
Like curtains wove of brilliant radiancy. 
There may a0 dark’ning orb of earth ap- 
proach ; 
Sole, cloudless’ nature shines above; the 
earths 
Look small and markless,as to traveller’s eye, 
Seem those slight orbs, by worms inhabited, 
Which, sparsling through the desert, heave, 
up roll, 
Even as with life beneath his passing tread, 
A thousand paths seek heaven, no eye may 
view 
Their endless course, and each its sun sur- 
rounds. 
Full o’er the path that leads to earth, was 
wont 
To roll a stream of ‘radiance, that took rise 
From out th’ Eternal’s throne; and then pur- 
sued 
Its studded course with rainbew’s freshest 
hues, 
Or fresher tints of spring, adown the side, 
To reach the bowers of Eden. Here it was 
That angels show’d themselves to sinless man; 
And God walked forth familiar. But the 
stream 
Was upwards soon regall’d; for sin had shed 
Her bane o’er Adam; and immortals now 
Would look no more, in beauties undisguis’d, 
On climes that still death’s ravages retrae’d. 
kach angel ‘mournful turn’d; yet still the 
place 
Bore traces of its God. The rustling grove 
Yet knew the murmur, softly gliding by, 
That told his preseace ; peace inspiring clime, 
That once the youth of heaven so willing 
press’d ; 
Bowers shaded round, where once the joys 
o’erflow’d 
Of the first mortals ; then, the bitter tear 
That the just order to forsake ye caus’d. 
Karth felt the curse, and yawned forth a grave 
To her once children of eternity. 
But when the morning star anew shall rise, 
Sprang from the ashes of the world’s great 
day ; 
When Goad shall show the circling universe 
His heavens, and louk upon each one and 
smile ; 
Then shall th’ etherial stream revive itself, 
And flow towards newer Eden in its charms ; 
And e’er shall its bright brink the bands be- 
hold 
Of seraphs that, united, love to flock 
Round new immortals 


(To be continued.) 
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DOMESTICK. 


At an ordination held in Trinity church, 
Boston, on Wednesday the 21st of Novem- 
ber last, by the bishop of the eastern diocese, 
the reverend Isaac Boyle was admitted to 
the holy order of priests: 

On the following day, the 22d of November, 
Mr. Boyle was instituted as rector of the 
episcopal church in Dedham. The nght reye- 
rend the bishop of the diocese was present, 
and preached un the occasion, 





On Wednesday, the 17th of October, the 
ehurch lately erected in Manchester, Ver- 
mont, wis consecrated to the worsiip and 
service of almighty God by the name of 
Zion church ;—services performed by the 
right revereud bishop Griswoid ; reverend 
Messrs. Bronson, Humphieys, Beach, Chase 
and Baury assisting. 

On Thursday, the 1th,in Bethe! church, 
Arlington, Vermont, Mr. Jordan Gray was 
erdained to the holy office of deacon. 


Manchester, Vt. Nov. 10, 1821. 


At a meeting of the society of the pro- 
testant episcopal church in this town, held 
agreeably to notice, 

Resolved unanimously, That the members 
of this society enfertuin a lively sense of 
gratitude to the several] benefactors in Bos- 
ton and that vicinity, by whose charita- 
ble aid they bave been enabled to complete 
the new church recently erected in this 
town ; and also to the benevolent gentleman, 
who presented av elegant bible for the use of 
said church. 

Resolved, That the clerk of this society 
be and he is hereby directed to enter the 
names of the said benefactors, so far as they 
have been ascertained, together with the 
suins contributed by each of them, upon the 
records of this society. 

Resolved, That the clerk be and is hereby 
directed to procure the publication of these 
resolutions ig the Gospel Advocate. 

Aitest, TruMAn Purpy, clerk. 


a 


FOREIGN. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


TrE annual Report of the committee of 
this society for the twentieth year, 1819- 
1820, contains a most interesting detail of 
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their proceedings. The report begins with 
a statement of the luuds of the society. 

** tas well known loiue members, that lie 
beral contributions h.ve Leen made, w the 
last year, in pursuance of the wimy’s letter, 
on benalt of the * locorporated Suciety ivr 
the Propagation of the Gospel in foreign 
Parts.’ Your committee icjowe in this 
fact , and they have oiserved, with peculiar 
pleasure, that the most active aud uvwearied 
friends of this society among the ciergy, have 
ranked wits the inmost strenuous aud suce 
cessiul advocates of Lie incosporatec society, 
The comimittee were, thereore, prepared, 
on the view of these exertions of tueir inends, 
and on a consideration ef the difficulties un- 
der which most of the manuiacturing dis- 
tricts laboured, to report to you, without cis- 
couragement, i not some’ deiaication jn the 
funds, at least a pause in their progress. 
They are, therefore, most taunktul that they 
are enabled to state an advance of two 
thousand pounds in the income of the year. 
Upward of 43,000/. has Leen raised for the 
incorporated society; and, notwithstanding 
the effect which their exertions herein must 
have had on the ability of some of this so- 
ciety’s friends, to render their accustomed 
aid, the income of the twentietii year has 
advanced, from 28,000/., announced at the 
Jast anniversary as the mcome of the nine- 
teenth year, to the sum of thirty thousand 
pounds : but the expenditure has somewhat 
exceeded that sum, and has amounted to 
thirty-one thousand pounds.” 

We ardently hope that the following ac- 
count of what has been done in ireland, 
may serve to excite the members of the 
church in this country to similar exertions. 
If Ireland can do so much, under so many 
disadvantages, we surely may do something 
in the same glorious work. 

“ To the contribution from the sister 
island the committee beg to call the attention 
of the society. It is the largest contribution 
of the year, It is true that the sphere of 
operation for the Hibernian auxiliary is of 
far wider extent, than that of any other 
body of friends associated in aid of the so- 
ciety: but when we take into the account 
the large proportion of the people which are 
hostile to our protestant missions, and the 
depth of that poverty and degradation out of 
which the great mass of the population are 
but slowly rising, the contribution, in one 
year, of the sum of two thousand pounds to 
the relief of the spiritual miseries of distant 
millions, bespeaks a growth and an energy of 
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principles, which will rejoice the heart of 
every Coristian, and may give assurance to 
the patriot of rapid and effectual melioration 
in the state and feelings of the people.” 

* Of the anniversary just held io Duilin, at 
which the reverend Lewis Way and the reve- 
rend William Mursh, who visited Ireland on 
behalf of the Society for the Conversion of 
the Jews, with great kindness and effect rep- 
resented this society, the secretary writes : 
—‘ it was indeed a glorious day; for every 
seutnnent that was uttered, and every feeling 
tht had vent, tended tu promote the glory 
of Géd, and to maniiest the grateful sense 
entertained of his watchful providence over 
our soejety. ‘The feeling of thankfulness and 
joy tor the events of the last year, and of 
humble #upplication for a continuance of 
God's favour, and_of warm attachment to 
our national church, was most gratifying.’ 

* + rom the report delivered on that occa. 
sina, it appeared that no fewer tian twenty- 
six associations had been forined during the 
year, in various parts of Ireland, ia aid of 
the society ; and that the receipts of the 
ausiliary, for the year, had amounted to 
25131. 17s 10d. Insh currency, equal to 
21991. ids. id. sterling.” 

“The jalyourers now acting in connexion 
with the society amount, as nearly as can be 
ascertamed by the last advices, to about two 
hundred.” 

The effect of the pure religion of the gos- 
pei on the character of lost men is strikingly 
illustrated in the change wrought among the 
settlers at Kegent’s town. 

* When brought together at this place in 
the year 1813, the negroes were, as on the 
first setiing of therm in other towns, in the 
most depiorable condition. In 1916, the as- 
sistant secretary, then on a visit to the mis- 
sien, found about eleven hundred Jiberated 
negroes assembled at this spot. They con- 
sisted of persons from almost all the tribes 
on tnat part of the continent. The efforts of 
those who had been placed over them, under 

the vigilant and anxious inspection of the go- 
veracur, had meliorated the condition of such 
as had heen there for any length of time. 
Every measure io his power had been resort 
ed to, “for this end, by his excellency ; and a 
ehureh had been erected, ia preparation for 
the regular Administration of hristian or- 
dinances among them. His excellency felt 
that a powerful stimulus was wanted, 
rouse the negroes to diligence ; and that a 
energetick principle was required, which 
mizht harmonize their jarring feelings, and 
unite them as one body. That stimulus was 
found in the sense of duty and of gratitude 
which Christianity inspires; and that uniting 
principle, in the healing spirit of the gospel. 
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# “ At the desire of the governour, Mr. John- 
son, then just arrived, was placed, by the 
assistant secretary, at his excellency’s dis- 
posal; and was,4n consequence, appointed to 
the care of iiegent’s town, and mmediately 
entered on his charge, in the month of June, 
1816. 

, “* On looking narrowly into the actual con- 
dition of the people entrusted to his care, Mr. 
Johnson felt great discouragement. Natives 
of twenty two different nations were here 
collected together ; and a considerable num- 
ber of them had been but recently liberated 
from the holds of slave vessels: they were 
greatly prejudiced against one another, and 
in a state ef continual hostility, with no com- 
mon medium of intercourse but a little bro. 
ken English. When clothing was given to 
them, they would sel] it, or throw it away : 
it was difficult to induce them even to put it 
on; and it was not found practicable to in- 
troduce it among them, till led to it by the 
example of Mr. Jotnson’s servant girl. None 
of them, on their first arrival, seemed to live 
in the state of marriage : some were soon af- 
terward married by the late Mr. Butscher ; 
but all the blessings of the marriage state 
and of female purity appeared, when Mr. 
Jobnson arrived among them, to be quite 
unknown. In some huts, ten of them were 
crowded together ; and, in others, even fif- 
teen and twenty : many of them were ghast- 
ly as skeletons : six or eight sometimes died 
in one day ; and only six mfants were born 
durmg the year. Superstition, in various 
forms, tyrannized over their minds. meny 
devil’s houses sprung up; and all placed 
their security in wearing greegrees. Scarcely 
any desire of improvement was disvernible : 
for a considerable time, there were hardly 
five or six acres of land brought under cul- 
tivation; and some who wished to cultivate 
the soil, were deterred frem doing so by 
the fear of being plundered of the produce. 
Some would live in the woods, apart from 
society ; and others subsisted by thieving 
and plunder : they would steal fowls, ducks, 
and pigs, from any who possessed them: 
in the first week of his residence among them, 
Mr. Johnson lost thirty fowls: they would 
eat them raw; and not a few of them, par- 
ticularly of the Ebo nation, the most savage 
of them all, would prefer any kind of refuse 
meat to the rations which they received from 
government.” 

‘¢ These are repulsive details ; but they set 
forth the greatness of the change which has 
been wrought in these men. Placed under 
the care of one of the natives—himself but 
recently liberated from the hold of a slave 
ship, and as yet but little influenced by 
Christian principle—he exercised over them 
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what appeared to him to be unavoidable se- 
verity; but, when his owa heart became 
powertully ‘affected by the gospel, he would 
retire to the woods and pray for them. ‘hey 
formed a strong attachwent to iim—he 
prevailed on them to attead church—and 
was made an instru nent of incalcuiable good 
to them. The word of God was blessed to 
maoyof them, ‘hey are ali now civilized 
and married: they. are steady, sober, and 
industrious; and several of them regularly 
communicate at the Lord’s table - all are 
become clean and decent, and attend the 
publick worship of God. They are active 
and serviceable men.* 

“* The change in the Ebo people has been 
mentioned as illustrating, in a remarkaile 
manner, the eilicacy of Christian instruction, 
under the divine blessing, in civilizing and 
elevating the most abject of mankind. No 
human wisdom or eloquence, no secular hopes 
or fears, no coercion or inducements of man, 
ever produced such a change! It has been 
the act of “bat same divine power, which 
wrought, by the same divine truth, that mizh- 
ty change in our own barbarous ancestors, 
in the older times of our country— of tbat 
divine power, wich softened their ferocious 
minds, stripped the skins of beasts and cleans- 
ed the savage daubing$ from their persone, 
stanched the blood Gf human victins, ex- 
posed to shame the cruelties of their pagan 
idolatry, brought rude man to fee) the bless- 
ings of social lite and of all the meek and 
heavenly tempers of the Ciristian, and gave 
birth to those laws «aad imstiiutions, which, 
ge-aciing with a benign influence on the 
minds and maouers of tiis wliole people, 
have rendered us, with all our crimes, a 
real biessing to the world! And now, in these 
latter days, we have a renewal of the moral 
miracles of the primitive age; and have the 
honour put on us, by sendiag the gospel to 
the most degraded of mankind, of quickeu- 
ing and rendering efficacious, ip an wealeula- 
ble degree, the efforts of our country to re- 
munerate Africa for her wrongs ” 

“* Bat theimprovement iv the whole body of 
the liberated negroes assembled at Regent's 
town is truly surprising. «he greater num- 
ber were not, indeed, sunk into a state of 
degradation so low as that of the Ebos; but 
the description already given of them will 
sufficiently show, that, on all human caleu- 
lation, but little success could be. expected ; 
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mem ers heard from his own lips, when he 
took leave of the society, at the special 
meeting, held in this place, in the month of 
November. 

** Bui what was the condition of these peos 
ple when Mr, Johnson left them, for a season, 
after the labour of three years? A full re- 
turn had been made for the wise and bene 
volent measures of the governour, and for 
the uvawearied labours of their pastor. 

“The eye which beheld the people and 
their town but a tes/ years before, wouid 
now witness « scene that would bespeak the 
energy of some mighty principle. 

** ‘Tue tows itself is laid out with regularity 

—niseteen strects are formed, and are made 
plaiw and level; with good roads round the 
towa-—a laze stone church rises in the midst 
of the habitations—a government house, a 
parsonage house, # hospital, school touses, 
store houses, a bridge of several arches, 
some native dwellings, and other buildings, 
all of stone, ave either Gnished or on the 
point of being so. But the -state of cultiva- 
tion further manilests the industry of the 
people-—all are tarmers—gardens, fenced in, 
are attached to every dwelling—ali the land 
in the immediate neighbourtood is under cul- 
tivation, aud pieces of lind even to the dis- 
tance of three miles—there are miny rice- 
fields; andy among the other vegetables 
raised for food, are cassudas, plantains, cocoa, 
yains, coffee, and Indian corn—-of fruits, they 
have bananas, oranges, limes, pine apples, 
groundnuts, guavas, and papaws—of ani- 
mals, there are horses, cows, bullocks, sheep, 
goats, pigs, ducks, aad fowls—a daily mar- 
ket is held, for the sale of articles; and, on 
Saturdays, tis market is large and general. 
It has been already said that all are farmers ; 
but many of them, beside the cultivation 
of the ground, have learned and exercyse 
‘werious trades fifty of them are mesons 
itd bricklayers—forty, carpenters—thirty, 
sawyers—--thirty, shingle-makers—-twenty, 
tailors —four,blacksmiths— and two,buichers. 
In these various ways, upwards of six hun- 
dred of the negroes maintain themselves, and 
have been enabled, in this short space of 
time, by the fruits of their own productive 
industry, to relieve from all expense, on ‘heir 
personal account, thet comer to which 
they pay the most grateful alegiance. 

++ The appearance and manners of the peo- 
rie have improved in an equal degree. ‘They 


and that littl, but by slow degrees. Bare all now decently. clothed: alnost ail 


*¢ With what melancholy leelings Mr. John- 
son surveyed the desolation around him, the 





* See the Missionary Register for 1919, 
pp. 485, 486, for a striking illustration of the 
change in these people. 
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the females have learned to make their own 
clothing —about four bundred couple are 
married. They were accustomed to spend 
their nights im dancing and dramming, after 
the heathenish fashion of their countries: not 
a drum is now leftin the towo—ip six months, 
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only six deaths occurred; while, in three 
months, forty-two children were born—not 
an oath had been heard in the town, to Mr 
Johnson’s knowledge, for the last twelve 
months; nor had any drunkenness been wit- 
nessed—the aitendance on publick worship 
is regular and large, three times on the Sun- 
day; on an average, not less than twelve 
huadred or thirteen hundred negroes, while 
Mr. Johnson's first congregation amounted 
but to nine: at morning and evening daily 
prayers, not less than five huodred are pre- 
sent—the schools, which opeved with ninety 
boys and fifty girls with thirty-six adults, 
sow contain upward of five hundred scholars. 

“ These were great encouragements to Mr. 
Johnson in his labours : but he was not satis- 
fied with the reformation of the manners of 
his people: he prayed for indications of a 
change of heart, and the influence of a living 
principle. Nor did be wait long. One and 
another began to visit him, burdened by a 
sense of their sins, to ask what they were to 
do to be saved—disclosing te him the gra- 
cious inflaences of the Hely Spint on their 
hearts, in the most simple and touching man- 
ner. He saw persons, in every direction, be- 
fore they came to attend morning and even- 
ing daily worship, kneeling in private prayer 
behind bushes and houses. All, without ex- 
ception, wish for baptism ; but Mr. Johnson 


aimits none to that ordinance till he is satis- 
fied of their intelligence and wtegrity. All 


have abandoned polygamy, greegrees, and 
devil-worship. The baptized are in the 
habit of recularly partaking of the Lord’s 
sapper, unless prevented by illness; and 
when Mr. Johnson left, in April of last 
year, the number of communicants smount- 
ed to two hundred and sixty-three. The 
¢onverts are earnest for the salvation of 
their country people, and are continually go- 
ing to them to persuade them to embrace 
the gospel: and they are equaHy anxious for 
their mutual edification; Mr. Johnson seldom 
visiting a sick communicant ‘without finding 
some of his Christian brethren or sisters there, 
employed in offices of devotion or charity. 
So striking and retnarkable indeed, has been 
the influence of the divine word, that Mr. 
Johnson kas withheld from the society many 
of the indivations of grace among his negroes, 
fest they should appear incredible.” 

The accounts.of the other stations are also 


highly interesting, but we are obliged to omit , 


them at present. 


— 


We have just received the Missionary Re- 
gister for September, 1821, from which we 
extract the following articles. 


> 


386 Relig. Intell.—Soc. for Prop. Gospel—Ch. Mission. Society. [Dee. | 












SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE 
GOSPEL, 


Extracts from the report for the year 1820. 


‘* ‘The receipts of the year have been ae 
follows : 











Benefactions, legacies, and Z. « d. 

subscriptions . . . . « 145815 @ 
Dividends, rents and annui- 

ties .-. we ein eo y CSM 6 
Grant from parliament, in 

aid of expenses in the 

North American colonies 11,512 10 

17,235 11° 2 

“* The payments were as follows :— 
Salaries and gratuities to 4. oe @ 

missionaries . . . . 14,265 16 1 
Salaries to schoolmasters, 620 8 4 
Pensions... 2 yee eh es 702 10 O 
Exhibitions to scholars at 

the college and academy 

in Nova >cotia . . 455 0 0 
Books sent abroad. . . 344 0 2 
Salaries, printing, and in- 

emestale 2s vis 939 10 O 

17,527 4 7 





** The preceding statements 
genera! account of the society. 

4 From a separate statement in reference to 
the East Lndia college, it appears that collec. 
tions and dividends, appropriated to that ob- 
ject, have amounted to 31251. 15s. 4d.; and 
that the payments, for half-a-year’s salaries 
to the two professors, with books, paseage- 
money, and iwcidentals, have been 14982, 
\3s, 6d.” 


respect the 





CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCTETY. 


“Arrival of Four Lutheran Missionaries from 
Basile. 


‘¢ Four missionaries, who have been educat- 
ed at Basle, are come over to this country, in 
order, after perfecting their knowledge of 
English, and learning the national system of 
education, to proceed to the West Africa and 
India missions of the somety. 

“The Rev. Jacob Maisch and the Rev. 
Theophilus Keichard, natives of Wiirtem- 

erg, aré to proceed toIndia; and the Rev. 

Charles William Beckauer, from Saxony, 
and the Rev. G. Emanuel W. Metzger, from 
Wiirtemberg, are destined to Sierra Leone. 

“ These young men enteredthe seminary 
at’Basle in October,1818 ; and were admitied 
to Lutheran ordination, on the Sth of August, 
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in the cathedral of Stutgard, in the presence 
of the royal family of Wiirtemberg and of a 
congregation of more than four thousand per- 
sons, 

** The interest which the king of Wiirtem- 
berg takes in the missionary cause, is feeling- 
ly depicted in a letter from Mr. Blumhardt 
to Dr. Steinkopéf, dated in August, of which 
the following is an extract .-— 

“+ During my stay in Stutgard,it pleased the 
Lord so to ordain jt, that, without any en- 
deavour on my part, | was Called no less 
than four times to the royal palace. The 
king did this entirely at the suggestion of bis 
own mind ; and | passed in conversation with 
hin®one of the happiest hours of my life. He 
inquired, in so condescending a manner, into 
the state of the missionary society, that all 
embarrassment on my side instantly vanished 
He attentively listened to my recital of its 
history and operations. ‘The chief points of 
his majesty’s inquiries referred to the rise of 
our missionary seminary, the Christian prin- 
ciples therein inculcated, our plan of educa- 
tion, the number of students, afd the conduct 
of the young Wiirtembergers admitted into 
it. He then declared, with evident emotion, 
that he was convinced that this wag a work 
of God, and that il ought to be ertully 
supported; assuring me, at the same time, 


in the most explicit manner, that he would 
embrace every opportunity of evincing his 


heartfelt concern for the success of this work 
of the Lord. 


4 In an official letter, signed by the revered 
monarch himself, he commissioned me to as- 
sure our committee of his sincere interest in 
the society’s progress, and that he would 
omit no occasion of testifying his good-will 
toward it.’ 

* 1t may be easily conceived from this state- 
ment, with what pleasure bis majesty would 
witness the solemn dedication of three of his 
subjects, in the cathedral church of his king- 
dom, to the service of Christ among the 
heathen.” 


LONDON MISSIONARY,.SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the twenty-seventh Report. 


“ The missions of the society are surveyed 
in the following order:—South Seas, Ulira 
Ganges, East Indies, Russia, Greek Mission, 
Africa, and the West Indies.” 

** In reference to the,missions of the socie- 
ty, the directors observe : — 

** * On a review of the foreign fransactions, 
the directors feel themselves called upon to 
congratulate the members of the society on 
the solid and important benefits, which, mm so 
many parts of the world, are effecting, by the 
instrumentality of its numerous missions ; as 
well as on account of the new fields of mission- 
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ary labour which are presenting themselves to 

the sooiety under circumstances of a very pro-= 
mising nature. But the statements present 

ground for thankfulness, as well as of con- 

gratulation: and the directors desire to unite 

with this meeting, and with the members of 
the society at large, in presenting to the 
throne of the most High, devout acknowledg- 
ments for the prosperity with which He con- 

tinues to. crown the labours of the society, to- 

gether with supplications for his future coun- 

tenance and favour.’ ” 

Of the receipts—23,6972. 4s. 7d. arose 
from contributions of various kinds; 6172 
10s 8d. from legacies; and 1659/7 9s. from 
dividends—-making the total of 26,1741. 4s. 3d. 

“The disbursements consisted of the fol- 
lowing particulars :— 


: 4- a € 
Missions . ° ; - 21,790 8 10 
Students : ° . 2,250 5 10 


Publications ° ° - £493 7 0 
Charges of management . 2,156 15 §& 





27,790 17 1 


*‘ Of the expenditure on account of mis- 
sions, the following are the items :— 


4. s. a. 
South Seas » * “4 3913 15 6 
Ultra Ganges ° ‘ 776 3 #1: 
Fast indies “ - ° 5759 5 4 
Russia sd ‘ oe 10v8 6 1 
Greek Mission - ° 70 0 2 
Africa, and the Islands. 3738 13 4 
West Indies, with Guiana . 2449 5 4 
North America ° 200 0 @ 
Cuntinent of Europe . . 385 0 0 





21,790 & 19 
*¢ The publications included 5500 annual re- 
ports, 15,000 abstracts of the same, 5950 ser- 
mons at the anniversary, 16,619 Quarterly 
Chronicle, 164,750 quarterly sketches, 24,000 
addresses, and 12,000 Monthly Chronicle. 

* In the charges of management are includ- 
ed travelling expenses, salaries, rent, and 
incidentals, 

** The above statement,inc luding, as it does, 
a progressive augmeniationm the expendi- 
ture above the income, especially when view- 
ed in connexion with the increase of missiona- 
ry stations and the annual addition to the 
number of missionaries, sufficiently points 
out to this meeting the imperious necessity 
for tht exercise, on the part of the members 
of the society, of wisdom in planning, and 
vigour and constancy in execuiing, measures 
weil adapted to augment its permanent reve- 
nue.” : 

‘* The directors consider the cultivation of 
Christian affection, by the societies institated 
for promoting the salvation of the heathen, 
as presenting to such societies strong ground 
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to hope, that their operations for this pur- 
will eventually be crowned with suc- 
cess. ‘They conclude their report with the 
following forcible appeal on this subject, and 
on the necessity of importunate prayer :— 
* * Our Lord, who was himself the first and 
Most islustrious Christian Missionary, has 
pointed out the intimate connexion which 
#UOsists, /etween the union of Christians and 
the acknowledgment of his Messiahship, by 
tMankind at large In words familiar to us 
all, he thus intercedes, at once for the church 
and for the world :—That they all may be 
ene, as thou, Father, art tn me, and I in 
thee: that they aiso may be one in us, TAAT 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
Here the moral consexton, to which we have 
adverted, is established by the highest au- 
thority, apd on ti most solemn occasion, 
++ jhe mstory of the church at ‘Thessalonica 
presents us With a practical ilustration of 
the principle. The Thessalonians, among 
other evangelical virtues for which they were 
renowned, were particularly distinguished by 
the exercise of mutual love (the very bond 
of Christian unity,) insomech that the apos- 
tle Paul seems to hesitate as to the neces- 
sity of enforcing on them the practice of 
this duty :—As louching brotherly love, says 
he, ye need not that 1 write unto you: for 
ye yourselves are taught of God to love one 
another. And, indeed, ye do it toward ail 
the brethren which are in all Macedonia. 
Now it is to these very Tlressalonians thet 
the apostle Paul addressés the following lan- 
guage .—f'rom you sounded ont the word of 
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
bui aiso in every piace your failh to God- 
ward is spread abroad. 
+ In reference, then, to the future success of 
.the important undertakihgs in which we are 
engaged, as well as on less general grounds, 
may it be our study, Christian brethren, to 
cultivate, more dihgently, the spirit of Chris- 
tian love and unity, not only toward the mem- 
bers of our own particaiar body, but also 
toward the members of similar and kindyed 
institutions, as well as Christians in general. 
Having begun in this spirit, let us proceed in 
this spirit; and, as the apostle exhorts the 
‘hessalonians, who were alceady distinguish- 
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ed for its exercise, so may we also increase 

more and more. 5% 

“*¢ Mt is with much satisfaction, that the di- 
rectors, in this place, advert to the spirit of 
cordial good will and friendly co-operstion 
already manilested by the conductors, mem- 
bers, and missionaries of the various mission- 
ary societies, as well as the conductors and 
members of kindred institutions, both in this 
and other countries, toward one another ; 
not only as being an indication of improve- 
ment inthe general temper of the great Chris- 
tian community, but, in concurrence with 
what has been already remarked, as an en- 
couraging presxge also, to the respective so- 
cieties, of success in their several dislinct 
lines of operation, as well as a piedge of the 
ultimate triumph of the sacred cause ifywhich 
they are respectively engaged. It is possible 
indeed, that there may exist a spirit of rivalry 
amongus. but then it is a rivalry like that 
of the angels, whe strive which shail best 
prom ite the cause of God, a rivalry that 
occasions no disorder, provokes no envy, 
and incurs no guilt. 

“+ In conclusion, dear brethren, the directors 
beg les ve to direct your attention to the lich 
and indjspensable importance of prayer in 
connexion with missionary efforts. le this 
duty be neglected, in vain do we wisely plan, 
or vigorously execute, or liberally bestow, or 
promptly avail ourselves of new openings for 
missionary exertions. On the constancy ond 
fervency of our prayers for the divine cirec- 
tion and influence, will depend much of the 
spirit of faith and love, with which individu- 
ally, we shallact while fulfilling our respective 
duties, in the furtherance of this great and 
blessed undertaking; and, according to the 
degree in which the spirit of ardent and ia 
portunate supplication prevails among the 
mass of Christians who support such insti- 
tutions (incluggng particularly the individuals 
who have the immediate management of their 
concerns, and those who labour, under their 
direction, in foreign climes,) are we authorized 
to expect that their career will be successfu), 
and®he final results glorious. May the God 
of all grace mercifully vouchsafe this spirit to 
every member of this and of every similar 
soviety! Amen!’?” 


The remarks on the anarthrous use of the word youce in St. Paul's epistles, and the com- 
munication signed “ ‘Tramontanus” will appear in our next. 


FRRATA. 


Last number, p. 352, col. 1, line 3 from bottom, after man, place a colon. 
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‘* 23, place the comma after o’er, instead of after ye. 
“12 from bottom, /or then read them. 
p. 353, “* 1, “ 7, for Jesus read lesus. 















